


“The Pass”
• One of the smallest towns along the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast 
• Rich history of a distinctive lifestyle for over 300 years
• Total area of 15.3 square miles
• 6.9 square miles of this (45%) is water
• Population ranges from 4,600 to 6,000
• Diverse culture:

– 64% White
– 28% Black
– 0.4% Native American
– 4% Asian
– 3% Hispanic



Pass Christian School District
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Pass Christian School District Profile

• Total enrollment as of September 2014 = 2,018 
students

• All 4 schools qualify for Title I Part A funds
• 12.63% of students qualify for Special Education 

services
• 2013-14 (4Yr) Graduation Rate = 89%
• District employees = 254
• Full time Equivalent teaching units (FTE’s)  = 159
• 100% of teachers are highly qualified 
• 21 teachers, counselors, & administrators hold 

National Board Certification



Birthplace of Yachting in the South









Partnering with the Pass Christian Walmart and 
United Way to provide school supplies. 







Dupont DeLisle Plant



Pass Christian and DeLisle are 
close-knit communities 

of proud people 
who do not give up during hard times.



85%- 90% of Pass Christian was destroyed by Katrina



Hurricane Katrina Decimated All Schools



September 2005







Pass Christian School District

Our Vision

“Committed to 
Excellence”



Our Beliefs
•Students excel when:

•Curriculum is challenging and progressive

•Actively engaged in the learning process

•All have an equal opportunity to learn

•Learning is a shared responsibility

•Held to clearly defined high expectations

•All are accepted, valued, and safe



District Accomplishments

 Mississippi School Board Association (MSBA)

Lighthouse School Leader Beacon Award 2002 –

2014

 District and Schools consistently earn Program for Research 
and Evaluation of Public Schools (PREPS) Value Added 
Awards for performing significantly better than other 
schools with comparable socio-economic circumstances

 Student Achievement: Ranked as the #1

school district in the state for 5 years



District Accomplishments

• DeLisle Elementary 
School  received 
the 2013 National 
Blue Ribbon School 
Award.

• Pass High ACT 
average = 22.2 
(higher than 
national average)



District Accomplishments
 Pass Christian Elementary and Pass Christian 

Middle School earned Star School designation for 
the past 5 years

 Pass Christian High School: For the past 5 years 
recognized by U.S. News and World Reports as 
one of the best high schools in the nation 

• DeLisle Elementary: recognized 
as a REACH MS School-Wide 
Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports “Model Site” for 
2012-2013 & for 2013-2014



District Accomplishments
 Pass Christian High School: 2005 NCLB Blue Ribbon 

School; 4 National Merit Semi Finalists for 2014-15

 Class of 2014 earned over $4,000,000 in 
scholarships. 

 Pass Christian Middle School: 2012 NCLB Blue 
Ribbon School

 DeLisle Elementary: One of 4 
schools in the state rated as a 
Highest Performing Reward 
School



ALIGNING K-12 
INSTRUCTION FOR 
COMMON CORE 

SUCCESS

Pass Christian School District



Pre Common Core

 4 State Tests to Graduate
 English II

 U.S. History

 Biology I

 Algebra I

 ELA
 Absence of a writing component for the last 3 years

 Grammar, reading, and vocabulary tested separately

 All multiple choice

 Untimed

 Math
 All multiple choice

 No explanations of process necessary

 Untimed



New Vision With Common Core

Connecting the Dots:   Teaching kids how to think not what to 
think.

 Small Budget with Big Dreams

 Began Building Capacity Early

 Idea for Common Core Liaisons

1 ELA

1 Math

1 K-2



Mathematics – What we were asking our students to do before 
Common Core



Mathematics – What we are asking our students to do now



Mathematics Sample – 3rd Grade

Springmart Toys and More

Playstation Game ………………………………..$32.99

Computer Game ………………………………..$15.99

Rainbow Loom Starter Pack ………………………………..$9.75

Shimmering Head Bands ………………………………..$7.23

Model Car ………………………………..$6.49

Sports Pack ………………………………..$8.85

A. Raylen decides to buy a 

Rainbow Loom Starter Pack 

and Shimmering Head 

Bands. How much will 

Raylen’s total be?

______________________

B. Rory purchases a Model 

Car and a Sports Pack. How 

much will Rory’s total be?

______________________

C. If Rory gives the cashier 

$16.00, how much change 

will he receive?

______________________

D. How much more did 

Raylen spend than Rory?

______________________



Mathematics Sample- 5th Grade

Use the sales ad above to buy supplies for a project. The 

supplies you need to purchase the following: glue, scissors, 

paper, erasers, a ruler, and a clipboard. 

Find a price for each store and decide which would be the best 

to go to. 

You have $20 to spend. How much will you have left over? 



Mathematics Samples – Algebra I



ELA Sample –
7th Grade





Implementation 
 Facilitate Staff Development Days

 Hold Summer Training

 K-12 Alignment Meetings Monthly

 Teach 2 / Plan 1 / Coach 1

 Teacher buy-in (colleague to colleague)

 Travel to all schools

 Provide aid in the form of :
 Research

 Lesson planning

 Assessment Construction

 Best Practices



What Have We Accomplished?

Writing 
across the 
curriculum

Common 
language

Collaborate 
Projects

Across the 
Board 

Accountability

Modeling

Team Teaching

Multi-school 
observations

Better 
Instruction

3, 6, 9 week

Common 
Writing 
Rubrics 

Common 
Assessments



Data Rooms
• Brings ALL data off the shelves and into the 

open

• Helps teachers 
determine trends and 
spot areas of weakness

• Ensures that data drives 
decisions

• Source of information 
for Tier Process

• Gives a complete picture of the student in one 
place regarding attendance, discipline, MCT2 
or SATP results, and all progress monitoring



Data collection 
begins in 

Kindergarten.



Data is Disaggregated to Give a Complete Picture of the 
Student

In Gifted 

Program? Participated in ClassWorks?

Attends

Extended

Day?

Tier 

Process?







RENAISSANCE PROGRAM

DeLisle 
Elementary 

School

Pass Christian 
Elementary 

School

Pass 
Christian 
Middle 
School

Pass 
Christian 

High 
School



H.A.T. Parties
Homework, Attendance, Tardies



Cards Reward Progress

•Gold

•Silver

•Bronze

•Purple

•White



NFL
No F League

No F’s on the report card



Graduation Pledges



District Challenges

• Underfunding – Since 2008, the District has 
lost $5,493,661 due to underfunding of the MS 
Adequate Education Program (MAEP) 

• Technology infrastructure and equipment 
needs

• Meeting emotional needs of a number of our 
students

• Meeting unfunded mandates which come 
from  legislative sessions



Thank you for visiting Pirate Land! 


