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State Legislative Visits

To be most effective, do your homework
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PREPARATION



Communicate Effectively and
Efficiently

R e s e a r c h  t h e

L e g i s l a t o r

B r i n g  a  S u p p o r t

M a t e r i a l s

F o l l o w  U p  a n d  

F o l l o w  T h r o u g h



RESEARCH
legislator

District Represented 
Bring constituents if possible

Party of affiliation
Committees on which they serve
Voting history
Any relevant/relating bills they are carrying or have co-
signed



B.S. Finance, University of Tennessee ‘72
J.D., University of Tennessee ‘75
Major in US Air Force Reserve
Deacon, First Baptist Church
Member, House Finance, Ways and Means Committee
Member, House Government Operations committee
Member, House Education Administration and Planing Committee
Member, House Calendar and Rules Committee
Member, House Finance, Ways and Means Subcommittee
Member, Joint Government Operations Education, Health and General
Welfare subcommittee
Member, Joint Government Operations Commerce, Labor,
Transportation and Agriculture Subcommittee
Member, Joint Pensions and Insurance Committee
Co-sponsored bill that requires LEAs to conduct eighth grade
conferences with parents and teachers and guidance counselors to
discuss high school graduation requirements, to set the classes that
the students will take in high school, and to provide information about
financial aid for college

RESEARCH
legislator

Representative Craig Fitzhugh
D – Ripley

District 82: Lauderdale, Crockett and
 Haywood Counties








CASE STUDY

You are a school counselor at Tennessee High School. You have several students who want to enroll in dual
enrollment courses via the Dual Enrollment Grant, but they do not meet the minimum ACT requirement.
You believe these students would benefit from earning early college credit and that they are capable of
succeeding in the courses. You talk to your principal about enrolling them in the classes through the DE
Grant, but you learn there is nothing you can do; the minimum ACT score is a state policy requirement,
determined by the legislature. You connect with several others who also want to change this policy and
prepare for a day at legislative plaza. 

Representative Kooler is from your district, and she chairs the House Education Committee. Through your
research, you learn that she is not very keen on making changes of any kind to any TN Education Lottery
Scholarship Program. She is a staunch advocate of using standardized tests to determine college
readiness. She has been quoted saying, "GPA cannot be a true indicator of student capability; as we know
not all teachers grade with the same critical eye."

Dual Enrollment



 Determine where each of the messages below falls on Rep. Kooler’s Attitude Scale. Then select the one message you
think would most successfully persuade her to consider removing the minimum ACT score from the Dual Enrollment
Grant eligibility requirements.
 
(A) “Removing the minimum ACT score is essential to best serve the interests of our community.” 
(B) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we remove the minimum ACT score rather than
keep it.” 
(C) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we remove the minimum ACT score  rather than
keep it.” 
(D) "It is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we remove the minimum ACT score
rather than keep it.”  *"Here are some reasons why..."
(E) “From the point of view of our community’s best interest, it is hard to decide whether it is preferable to remove the
minimum ACT score or keep it.” *"Let's review this data that shows how it impacts certain communities."
(F) "It is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we keep the minimum ACT score
requirement rather than remove it.”  *"Here are some reasons why..."
(G) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we keep the minimum ACT score requirement
rather than remove it.” 
(H) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we keep the minimum ACT score requirement
rather than remove it.” 
(I) “Keeping the minimum ACT score requirement is essential to best serve the interests of our community.”



Statement E is the most descrepant without creating a boomerang/rejection effect
 
(A) “Removing the minimum ACT score is essential to best serve the interests of our community.” 
(B) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we remove the minimum ACT score rather than
keep it.” 
(C) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we remove the minimum ACT score rather than
keep it.” 
(D) "It is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we remove the minimum ACT score
rather than keep it.” *"Here are some reasons why..."
(E) “From the point of view of our community’s best interest, it is hard to decide whether it is preferable to remove the
minimum ACT score or keep it.” *"Let's review this data that shows how it impacts certain communities."
(F) "It is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we keep the minimum ACT score
requirement rather than remove it.” *"Here are some reasons why..."
(G) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we keep the minimum ACT score requirement
rather than remove it.” 
(H) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we keep the minimum ACT score requirement
rather than remove it.” 
(I) “Keeping the minimum ACT score requirement is essential to best serve the interests of our community.”

Lattitude of
Acceptance

Lattitude of Rejection



Provide materials for
review
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Thank yous and
 friendly reminders
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Questions?
Wendy Blackmore
Director of Operations

TN College Access and Success Network
wblackmore@tncollegeaccess.org



Key Takeaways:

About The Session:

Resources:

5.25.22

Federal and state policies can have positive and negative
influences over college and career success. 
As practitioners, we know certain policies need “edits” and
others need to be created. Participants will be provided an
overview of advocacy practices to implement at the state
and federal level. 

 TN General Assembly,

Find My Legislator

 2022 State Aid

Legislation Recap

 Weekly Washington

Update

1.

2.

3.

 When meeting with legislators,
do your research, be prepared,
follow up.
 Using Social Judgement Theory
can help you to change attitudes. 
 Remote advocacy is now
possible, with federal
congressional offices open to
video conferencing. 
 Meeting in district offices is a
great way to build relationships
with federal legislators. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xgQrz2U6Lv_stl5t0TubmAr9IXkUaiqAvDeEGE43J0/edit?usp=sharing
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/Apps/fmlv3/lookup.aspx
https://tn.webex.com/tn/lsr.php?RCID=d50f88f76f853cca04c3946426702802
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/weekly-education


THE EDUCATION PLAYERS
THEC TDOE LESGISLATURE

State higher education
coordinating board



Roles: Funding-based
formula, approval of

academic degree programs,
research and analysis,

regulation of proprietary
institutions, veteran

education benefits, etc 



State agency for public
PK-12 schools



 Roles: Professional

development, teacher
certification, education

data research and
analysis, grants and
programming, etc.

Legislative authority of the
state - elected officials



Roles: Present

bill/resolutions, vote,
create laws regarding P-

16 education



January - April



TN Higher Education

Commission

TN Department of

Education

TN General Assembly

House and Senate 

TSAC

Falls under THEC Executive
Director, State Aid Admin.



Roles: Administers over 20

different state student
financial aid programs,

including the HOPE
scholarship, Tennessee

Promise, Tennessee
Reconnect, Tennessee Student

Assistance Award, and the
Dual Enrollment grant. 

TN Student Assistance

Corporation

TN SBE

Governing and policy-
making board for
elementary and

secondary schools



 Roles: Establishes rules
and policies (district

operations, instructional
standards, personnel,
and charter schools)

governing all aspects of
K-12 education 

TN State Board of

Education


