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The standing education committees of the Tennessee General Assembly
continued their march toward the finish line this past week, with the House
K-12 Education Subcommittee, House Education Instruction Committee, and
Senate Education Committee all moving through their final calendars. The
House Education Administration Committee, whose members were
entrenched in over three hours of discussion and debate Wednesday
evening on the contents of and amendments to TISA, the pending student-
weighted funding formula proposal, will return again next week to hash out
outstanding issues and deliberate on other legislation awaiting review. In
another move signaling the imminent conclusion of legislative session,
Governor Bill Lee introduced his annual budget amendment this week,
proposing suggested changes and additions to his original proposed state
budget for FY2023. The budget amendment details numerous line items for
funds dedicated to both K-12 and higher education in Tennessee, including
dollars for a state library coordinator, a new position at the State Board of
Education related to school funding reform, one-time funding for minority
engineering scholarships at UT Knoxville and UT Chattanooga, various
capital improvement projects at public college and university campuses,
and more. For full details, check out the Department of Finance &
Administration's budget amendment overview and accompanying
PowerPoint deck.

There were several notable developments on bills with major equity
implications for students in both K-12 and higher education this week.
HB2343, legislation proposed in the House by Rep. Michele Carringer (R-
Knoxville) that seeks to improve accountability for teaching reading
instruction in educator preparation programs (EPPs) serving Tennessee,
advanced out of the House K-12 Sub. A bill opposed by Ed Trust, HB2569
which seeks to challenge affirmative action programs in our state, appeared
on the House floor Thursday for a full chamber vote but after spirited
debate with members of the TN Black Caucus, sponsoring Rep. John
Ragan (R-Oak Ridge) moved to hold the bill at the desk, effectively removing
it from consideration. HE2106/SB82501, a Ten for Tennessee bill sponsored
by Rep. Yusuf Hakeem (D-Chattanooga) and Sen. Raumesh Akbari (D-
Memphis) and supported by Ed Trust that would require curricula in Black
history and culture for grades 5-8 and incorporate multicultural diversity
frameworks in K-12 education, advanced out of the Senate Education
Committee on 6-2 vote. The bill will now move to be calendared for a floor
vote in the Senate and will appear before the full House on April 7. SB1825
another Ten for Tennessee bill which directs the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission to produce a report on the issues of food insecurity
affecting our state's public colleges and universities, was placed on the
Senate calendar for full chamber consideration Monday, April 4.
HB2157/SB2410, an Administration bill carried by the Republican leaders in
each chamber that would establish an Institute of American Civics at UT
Knoxville, cleared the House Finance, Ways, and Means subcommittee as
well as the Senate Education Committee on a 9-0 bipartisan vote this week.

Next week, the final standing education committee still convening, House
Ed Administration, is scheduled for two meetings to complete their review
of calendared legislation, most notably tackling the proposed school
funding formula reform. To see all of the legislation up for consideration
next week as well as the other key bills Ed Trust is actively tracking, please
be sure check out the "On Our Radar" section, our updated bill tracker, and
the weekly calendars each linked below.
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