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	Sample Testimony on The Harms of School 
Voucher Programs

We encourage you to adapt the language within this document to fit the circumstances of your state. The portions highlighted in blue should be customized depending on your position and to whom you are providing testimony. While this testimony provides a relatively exhaustive overview of the arguments against vouchers, it is likely that not all the arguments will resonate with your legislature. We encourage you to mix, match, or expand upon the arguments to build a testimony that speaks to your audience. 

[Your Name]
[Your Position/Title]
[Your Organization, if applicable]
[Date]

Dear Chairperson [Name] and honorable members of the [Insert Committee Name],
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on the critical issue of school vouchers. My name is [Your Name], and I am [your position, e.g., advocate/educator/parent/community member]. I am here to discuss the dangers of the school voucher program proposed in [Insert Bill Number]. While proponents of this program claim that it will offer parents more educational choice, the reality is that vouchers do not expand educational opportunities for all students. Instead, they provide schools with choice and harm our students and communities in the process.
Voucher Programs Undermine Public Education.
A thriving public education is integral to our democracy. Public schools serve as the backbone of our communities, connecting individuals from all backgrounds and providing a common good that all are entitled to. The claims that voucher programs are not costly or do not negatively impact our public education system are false. Vouchers divert much-needed resources away from public schools by reducing available state revenue. This is revenue that lawmakers should be investing in our public schools, which 90% of all students attend. Additionally, enrollment losses driven by public school students transferring to private schools can lead to reduced budgets, increased financial strain, and exacerbated challenges for districts. This is because school districts have many fixed costs that they must pay regardless of student enrollment, such as transportation, utilities, and building maintenance. Public schools in voucher-implementing states have seen a significant decrease in funding, sometimes by as much as 12% according to one 10-year study. This can lead to larger class sizes, fewer resources, and a decline in the quality of education for those students who choose to remain in public school. Furthermore, allowing families who already have the means to pay for private education to get a voucher creates an entirely new cost for the state. This is an additional expense that states simply cannot afford, as evidenced by states like Arizona, which faced a $1.4 billion budget shortfall largely because of its universal voucher program. 
Voucher Programs Lead to Academic Decline.
The most recent research has concluded that voucher programs have a negative impact on student achievement. Two different studies of Louisiana’s school voucher program found that students in the program performed worse on standardized tests compared with their peers in public schools. In fact, Louisiana’s voucher program had a significantly larger negative impact on student achievement than COVID-19 interruptions to learning -- an impact which has persisted over multiple years. Similar effects have been found in Indiana, Ohio and Washington D.C. In some cases, students who leave voucher programs and return to public school have actually seen their academic achievement improve. Given the high rates at which students leave voucher programs -- 58% of students in Florida left the voucher program within 2 years -- the effect of changing schools frequently on student achievement must also be considered. Changing schools can lead to academic decline, especially in core subjects like math and reading, and can cause severe social-emotional stress and challenges with social integration. 
Voucher Programs Lack Accountability.
Private schools that accept vouchers are often not held to the same standards of accountability and transparency as public schools. Private schools are often not required to administer statewide standardized tests. Private schools also don’t participate in state-wide accountability systems, which are vital for tracking educational outcomes and holding schools and districts responsible for effectively educating all students. This means that the state has no way of knowing if private schools accepting vouchers are providing students with a high-quality education that prepares them for college and career. Additionally, the lack of proper state oversight and financial accountability means that lawmakers and the public are unable to ensure that public funds are being used appropriately and effectively for educational purposes. This lack of oversight can lead to fraud and the misuse of public funds, as happened in North Carolina where multiple private schools received more vouchers than their self-reported student enrollment.
Voucher Programs Exacerbate Inequality.
Vouchers often fail to cover the full cost of private school tuition, or the additional costs associated with attending private school, such as transportation and meals. This leaves families to make up the difference. While more affluent families can cover this gap, lower-income families cannot do so easily. In Ohio, for instance, the largest voucher program in the state offered up to $6,036 per student in 2022-23. However, the average private school tuition in the state is $7,815, leaving families to pay at least $1,779. Another concern is the pattern of private schools raising tuition costs -- in some cases by as much as 25% -- in response to the availability of vouchers, which further prices out lower-income families. Where states have recently expanded voucher programs to all families regardless of income, affluent families who can already afford private school are overwhelmingly benefiting. Clearly, vouchers do not give all families a real educational choice. And as state leaders expand voucher programs while failing to more deeply invest in public schools, they further harm students and families who prefer public schools.
Voucher Programs Promote Exclusionary Practices.
Unlike public schools, which must accept all students, many private schools have selective admissions policies. Private schools have been found to exclude students based on academic performance, religion, sexuality, gender identity, multilingual status, disability status, and behavioral history. Students with specialized needs in particular are often turned away from private schools entirely or forced to pay for any additional costs associated with their education. In Washington D.C., the main reason students didn’t use the voucher program was because they couldn’t find a private school that would provide the accommodations their disability required. This cherry-picking undermines the principle of providing all children with access to a quality education and often leaves public schools with fewer resources to educate the students with the highest needs.
Voucher Programs Harm Community Cohesion
Voucher programs lead to the fragmentation of communities by pulling students out of local public schools and dispersing them across various private ones. Studies have shown that voucher programs increase segregation. This is logical, as school voucher programs were created in the 1950s as a way for white parents to resist school integration efforts. Today, public schools serve as community hubs where children from diverse backgrounds come together, promoting social cohesion and understanding. Voucher programs exacerbate socioeconomic divides by further enabling affluent families, who are often white, to leave public schools -- thereby deepening social and economic divisions within communities. By encouraging the separation of students into various private institutions, vouchers fragment communities and reduce the social benefits of a shared educational experience.
Conclusion
While I acknowledge that families want more educational choices, school voucher programs do not create real choice for families. There are certainly many issues with our public education system that prevent it from effectively serving students, but funneling money out of this system and into private institutions through vouchers is not the solution to our problems. A strong public education system is integral to our democracy, and vouchers undermine public education. Additionally, these programs lack proper accountability, exacerbate inequality, engage in exclusionary practices, fragment communities, exacerbate segregation, and decrease academic achievement. Instead of diverting funds to private institutions, lawmakers should focus on strengthening our public schools to ensure that every child, regardless of their background, has access to a high-quality education. 
I urge you to reject [Bill number] and instead prioritize policies that support and enhance our public education system. [Name of Organization] is available to speak further on this issue, provide additional resources, or answer any questions you may have. For further information, please contact [Insert Contact Information]. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony.
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