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Students Deserve More Stories, More Complexity, More 
Authors, and More Diversity in Publishing
A writing series that emphasizes the need to recognize how multiple and intersecting identities are 
represented in grade-school books.

By William Rodick, Ph.D.

In fall 2023, EdTrust published a report examining racial and ethnic representation in grade school books. This 
research revealed that the justifications behind book bans — that there is somehow too much diversity and too 
many perspectives in K-12 education — are patently false. In fact, in the relatively few cases where a person of color 
was featured in our review, they were often portrayed superficially and negatively. Research shows that students 
receive many academic, emotional, and social benefits from representationally diverse curricula, and as such, the 
push for diversity must consider the multiple, intersecting identities that students bring to the classroom.

Unfortunately, the limitations we found for racial and ethnic diversity are only worsened when we expand our 
scope to consider other aspects of identity, like household structure, immigration status, gender identity, or sexual 
orientation. For example, out of the 300 books we analyzed, we found only two LGBTQ+ characters. LGBTQ+ 
representation often follows one of a few reductive plotlines, where the story is about the character coming out, 
resisting bullying, or serving as the backdrop to a larger story. In Patient Zero, Michael (no last name given) moved to 
Los Angeles in 1980 to find a community of other gay men and pursue modeling, but his unusual medical symptoms 
introduce the story of how doctors grappled with the AIDS epidemic. The other LGBTQ+ character is Alvin Ailey. 
While the book describes his revolutionary techniques that blended ballet, modern dance, blues, and gospel music 
and the creation of his dance troupe that were influenced by African American culture, there is no reference that 
Ailey was gay, illustrating how intersections of identity, even biographical ones, can be completely erased.

We offer a writing series that emphasizes this need to recognize how multiple and intersecting identities are 
represented in grade school books. This series extends the lessons from our report by highlighting a group of 
incredible authors, each of whom speaks about their experiences navigating identity and representation to help 
readers understand what is needed now to advocate on behalf of their respective communities. 

Children bring all of themselves to their learning, and that learning should be as nuanced and complex as the 
human experience. That variety is valuable and benefits us all, not just in how we learn, but also in how we 
commune with one another, how we work and think together, and how we collectively nurture and shape a 
democratic, pluralistic society. What is a school if not a place to explore questions students have about their lives 
and the world around them? As one author, Sam Long, explains how he wrestled with one of those questions as a 
transgender person, “I knew I wasn’t like most girls, and I knew that I wanted to be a boy, but I wasn’t sure if there 
was a word for that. I searched the cover art and the synopses for hints of what I could feel hidden in me.” While 
Sabrina Wesley-Nero ruminates on the messages being conveyed about education and the society we want for 
our children through a lens of social justice.

There are too few options for children seeking answers to their questions about who they are, as individuals, 
and across the many communities in which they exist in the world around them. This is especially harmful when 
those few options are pulled from library shelves, inaccessible even though a select few agitators are driving this 
movement, while most parents oppose the bigoted culling of books from classrooms and libraries.

https://edtrust.org/staff/william-rodick-ph-d/
https://edtrust.org/rti/the-search-for-more-complex-racial-and-ethnic-representation-in-grade-school-books/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/the-representation-of-social-groups-in-u-s-educational-materials-and-why-it-matter/how-often-are-different-groups-presented-in-educational-materials
https://academicminute.org/2024/06/wendy-keyser-fitchburg-state-university-patterns-and-gaps-in-award-winning-lgbtq-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/patient-zero-revised-edition-marilee-peters/14811036?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw26KxBhBDEiwAu6KXtxnhmQiEV3_BcJ64I3koXmmqPJ_7tXgwf9R_N3wKQOsCGENrCP4clxoCGqMQAvD_BwE
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Book bans across the country are rooted in a historical strategy of discrimination that is about denying 
access to public spaces and equal opportunities by shutting out the stories that help students feel seen and 
understood, classifying those stories as unworthy of instruction.

As AJ Link writes about finding opportunities for accessing Black and Autistic representation, he discusses 
how access is not just about physical space, but also about the precursors to accessing spaces, be it 
emotional access, relational access, and financial access.

Our report on curriculum representation and its associated tool reveals a need to expand our collective 
discussion about what we should expect from diverse and inclusive representation in grade school books. It 
is not enough to include more people of color, especially if depictions of people of color are stereotypical or 
negatively portrayed. Educators and publishers must instead consider how complex those depictions are and 
then use that information as a basis for pushing student thinking.

I am excited for how this series will move the conversation forward about what it means for education and 
books to be representative, inclusive, and beneficial to student learning. I hope you find these pieces, along 
with a plethora of resources and book recommendations, valuable as we collectively work toward finding or 
publishing materials that better reflect the real lives and experiences of all students.

EdTrust advocates for empowering and rigorous curricula and instruction. Through the Alliance for Resource 
Equity, EdTrust, along with Education Resource Strategies, has created tools to help communities follow a 
roadmap for change, including curricula decision making guidance, a guidebook for identifying district challenges 
and next steps, and case-making decks to help advocates convey the messages to relevant audiences.

Additionally, EdTrust’s Tool for Representational Balance in Books was created to provide users a framework 
for closely reviewing children’s books so they may better understand how people, groups, and topics are 
represented. EdTrust used this tool to review children’s books and found that people of color are too often 
stereotyped and social and historical topics are too often superficial in their presentation. In recognizing that 
complex and accurate representation is further limited through restrictions on books and the teaching of 
honest history, EdTrust has led a campaign against book bans — the award-winning Can’t Be Erased, which 
includes additional tools and resources for taking action.

Each piece in this series is accompanied by relevant resources and book recommendations provided by one of 
our partners, with input from the authors.

https://edtrust.org/resource/the-search-for-more-complex-racial-and-ethnic-representation-in-grade-school-books/
https://edtrust.org/rti/tool-for-representational-balance/
https://edtrust.org/series/representation-in-books/
https://educationresourceequity.org/
https://educationresourceequity.org/
https://www.erstrategies.org/
https://educationresourceequity.org/toolkit/
https://educationresourceequity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/ARE-LevelsofGovernance_D4.pdf
https://educationresourceequity.org/toolkit/guidebooks/dimension-4-empowering-rigorous-content-guidebook/
https://educationresourceequity.org/toolkit/guidebooks/dimension-4-empowering-rigorous-content-guidebook/
https://educationresourceequity.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Dimension-4-Make-The-Case.pdf
https://edtrust.org/rti/tool-for-representational-balance/
https://edtrust.org/rti/the-search-for-more-complex-racial-and-ethnic-representation-in-grade-school-books/
https://edtrust.org/rti/cant-be-erased-take-action/
https://edtrust.org/series/representation-in-books/
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More Intersections: Why We Need Afro-Latino 
Representation in Children’s Books
Latinos deserve to have books to which they can relate and aspire. Non-Latinos should learn about 
rich, diverse cultures.

By Letisha Marrero

“What ARE you?” That was the number one question I was asked growing up. Several decades ago, the only 
reference point most Californians had for Latinos was Mexico, and with my curly hair, olive skin, dark eyes, and 
African American features, I didn’t fit the description. Was I a light-skinned Black girl? Maybe. Basically, back then, 
no one really knew what a Puerto Rican was. To be honest, I didn’t either.

As a child, I was a voracious reader, gobbling up books by Judy Blume, Beverly Cleary, and Roald Dahl. While I adored 
these authors and their stories, there was something that I just couldn’t fully relate to in characters like Deenie, Ramona, 
or James (though I do love peaches). And 20-something years later, after I had returned to my Nuyorican roots and later 
became a mom, I found that not much had changed in the literary world: Almost all the children’s books I sought out for 
my child centered whiteness — with the exception of the occasional adorable animal, like Olivia the pig.

As a writer, I wanted to change that.

When coming up with a story, I usually start with the question, “What if?” So, after 
my son became obsessed with the World of Hogwarts, I asked myself, “What if 
Harry Potter were Latina?” That spawned my middle-grade novel, Salsa Magic. My 
main character, Maya Beatriz Calderon Montenegro, is Afro-Latina and Mexican 
— two cultures I straddled between as a kid in San Diego and an adult in New 
York City. She is everything that I wanted to be as a child: brave, pretty, confident, 
precocious, and sassy. She comes from a loud, loving Latino family who own a 
bustling café — and many of those characters were inspired by my myriad first, 
second, and third cousins in New York.

I wanted young Latinos to have characters to whom they could relate and aspire. 
And I wanted non-Latinos learn about a rich, diverse culture different than their 
own, but that is still relatable with universal ties to family and all the beautiful mess 
that comes with it.

Afro-Latinidad is its own category — representing 12% of the Latino population. And in fact, the Office of Management 
and Budget has recently made changes to the way that all federal agencies collect race and ethnicity data, in hopes of 
making it easier for groups like Afro-Latinos to report their race AND Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. Our identity is unique 
because of our roots: After “discovering” the Caribbean islands (which had been inhabited for 4,000 years prior), the 
Spanish colonizers decimated the native Taíno, and brought with them enslaved people from Africa to work the land 
and would then take the riches back to Spain. This was known as the Triangle Trade System. As such, Puerto Ricans and 
Dominicans are a blend of Spanish, Taíno, and African blood — in varying degrees. Among this mestizaje, there is a not-
so-silent caste system, where lighter skin is revered, and darker skin is considered a detriment. In Salsa Magic, I purposely 
describe different characters with different skin tones — from café con leche to trigueño (wheat) — to showcase the 
diversity among Afro-Latinos, even within one’s own family. Additionally, I describe an array of body types, from bien 

https://edtrust.org/staff/letisha-marrero-2/
https://www.amazon.com/Salsa-Magic-Letisha-Marrero/dp/1646142608
https://www.amazon.com/Salsa-Magic-Letisha-Marrero/dp/1646142608
https://edtrust.org/blog/highlighting-the-afro-in-afro-latinidad/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2024/03/28/omb-publishes-revisions-to-statistical-policy-directive-no-15-standards-for-maintaining-collecting-and-presenting-federal-data-on-race-and-ethnicity/
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mujer (womanly) to bien gordita (good chubby) and flaca (skinny). You’ll also read about varied hair textures—  
loose curls, tight curls, Afros, braids and blowouts. These are all part of the diaspora and show that Latinos are 
anything but a monolith.

When we talk about racial and cultural representation in children’s books, publishers and educators need to know 
that there must be authentic experiences in reading materials that are relatable to children in order to be effective 
and have meaning as they learn to read. A child being able to say something like, “My abuela is just like that!” or “I 
love platanos too!” is a powerful statement and feeling. And I’ve seen this effect firsthand: on one school visit, the sole 
Latina at an all-Black girl grade school lit up when I was reading aloud, like I was speaking just to her. And the Black 
girls relished when the time came to salsa dance to the sounds based on the African beat, known as el clave. I got just 
as much out of the girls as they did of me — because that’s what representation not only looks like, but acts like.

Relevant Resources

Las Musas

In addition to being the author of Salsa Magic, Letisha Marrero is EdTrust’s editorial director, and a member 
of Las Musas, a collective of Latina women and otherwise marginalized people whose gender identity aligns 
with femininity, writing and/or illustrating in traditional children’s literature. Their mission is to spotlight the 
new contributions of Las Musas in the evolving canon of children’s literature and celebrate the diversity of voice, 
experience, and power in our communities. Lasmusasbooks.com features a wide variety of young adult, middle-
grade, and picture books written or illustrated by Latina authors for you to explore.

Book Recommendations

https://edtrust.org/rti/the-search-for-more-complex-racial-and-ethnic-representation-in-grade-school-books/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/
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The Mores of Muslim Representation in Children’s Books
There are almost 2 billion Muslims around the world, but represent only 1% of the youth 
literature published.

By Ariana Hussain, MLIS, and Mahasin Abuwi Aleem, MLIS

Mahasin’s Story

It took almost four decades for me to see my life experience represented in a book.

In April 2018, I was a 38-year-old married mother of three when I first saw myself and my family affirmed in a 
book. Mommy’s Khimar is a children’s book that playfully explores a young Black Muslim girl’s fascination with her 
mother’s headscarves and tells the story of her family and community’s support of her as a person, including the 
support and love of her Christian grandmother. The moment of discovery and reflection brought tears to my eyes — I 
didn’t realize that it had been missing until I found it. Growing up at a time when Sweet Valley High and The Hardy 
Boys were most popular, I never considered a world where an African American Muslim family would be included in a 
book that I could grab off a library or bookstore shelf and take home with me.

There are almost 2 billion Muslims around the world, but according to the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, only 
1% of the youth literature books reviewed annually by the center, published in the U.S. in a given year, depict 
Muslim representation of any kind.

A 2014 Pew Research Center study found that the majority of people in the United States say they do not know a 
Muslim. For many, what they know about Muslims comes from the distorted windows of media misrepresentation.

Recent studies and reports by the University of Southern California’s Annenberg Inclusion Initiative and the Media 
Portrayals of Minorities Project (MPoMP) at Middlebury College have laid bare the truth that the dominant 
narratives and portrayals of Muslims in the U.S. Media are negative and that Muslims are the most negatively 
portrayed American group of color in this country, directly leading to Islamophobia and violence faced by Muslim 
individuals and communities.

These portrayals have profound repercussions on the well-being of Muslims. According to a 2020 study by the 
Institute for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU), half of Muslim families surveyed reported incidents of bullying 
targeting their children’s faith, with a third attributing the bullying to teachers or school officials.

Common Sense Media’s Inclusion Imperative: Why Media Representation Matters for Kids’ Ethnic-Racial 
Development report examines the role of media representation in the ethnic-racial development of children in 
both understanding themselves and others. Their findings on Middle Eastern, Arab, and Muslim Representation in 
Screen Media, indicate that higher quality depictions of Muslims lead to decreased support from white audiences 
for policies that negatively impact Muslim Americans and their families, and for Muslim American audiences, lead 
to increased perceptions of safety and belonging.

https://socialjusticebooks.org/mommys-khimar-2/
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/
https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/rn4ccrdx8f8a2nbbqb6spx16kxcy52r1/file/1282579664885
https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/rn4ccrdx8f8a2nbbqb6spx16kxcy52r1/file/1282579664885
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/category/diversity-stats-faqs/
http://www.pewresearch.org/facttank/2014/07/17/how-many-people-of-different-faiths-do-you-know/
https://assets.uscannenberg.org/docs/aii-study-muslim-erased-or-extremists-20220901.pdf
https://www.mediaandminorities.org/
https://www.mediaandminorities.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiEQmcZi8cM&t=1s
https://time.com/6335453/islamophobia-mental-health-effects-essay/
https://www.ispu.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AMP-Infographic-Discrimination-8.5x11-v2.pdf?x46312
https://www.ispu.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AMP-Infographic-Discrimination-8.5x11-v2.pdf?x46312
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/the-inclusion-imperative
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/the-inclusion-imperative
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/research/report/representation-fact-sheets_final-release_0.pdf
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Ariana’s Story

As a Muslim Indonesian Okinawan American, I have not expected that my exact experience would be depicted on the 
pages of children’s books, yet my feelings for books that depict Islam and Muslim American experiences that capture 
parts of my identity but not others, are bittersweet.

Indonesians are the fourth largest population in the world, and the most populous Muslim country— over 80% of its 
population is Muslim, which represents 13 % of the global Muslim population. In the U.S., Pew estimates that as of 2019 
there are about 129,000 Indonesian Americans, the 15th largest group of Asian Americans and one that is fast growing. 
This population is diverse, reflecting many ethnicities and religions, with a minority Muslim population of about 25%.

There are few examples of Indonesian/Indonesian American representation in children’s books, let alone Indonesian 
American Muslims. But looking at global representation it is still surprising to see little representation in children’s 
literature in U.S. publishing or of translated books. If Indonesia or Indonesians are depicted in a storyline, it is only an 
incidental mention, without detailed religious or cultural practice. Until just this month, the closest reflection of my 
identity that I have seen is Mommy Sayang by Rosana Sullivan, a book about a little girl and her mother living in a small 
Malaysian village.

Aisha’s Colors by Nabila Adani, a book about a family vacation, set in Jakarta and the Javanese countryside, and 
published by Candlewick was just published in September of this year.

The esteemed educator, Rudine Sims Bishop, often referred to as the “mother of multicultural literature,” whose 
literary framework references books as mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors, wrote: “When lighting conditions 
are just right, however, a window can also be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back 
to us, and in that reflection, we can see our own lives and experiences as part of a larger human experience.”

Our Work

We established Hijabi Librarians in 2018, after many years of working to find Muslim colleagues in youth 
librarianship and discussing Muslim representation in the field and literature. Our early conversations as a 
collective of Muslim librarians inevitably turned to our experiences with books. When had any of us ever seen 
ourselves, our families, and our communities represented in literature?

Our answers were the same: We had not. For us, the work is personal.

Our Collective Work: Challenging the Status Quo and Reframing Narratives

Since launching the Hijabi Librarians collective in 2018, our work has been focused on:

1.	 Advocating for inclusive literature that represents the rich reality of Muslims and Islamic practice, as the 
complexity of what it means to be Muslim varies from individual to individual based on not only the 
degree of religious practice but also the other multitude of social identities held, as well as the histories 
of how those identities have been affected by an equally complex factors (e.g., culture, geography, 
imperialism, colonialism, sexism, etc.)

2.	 Interrogating the quality of the representation of Islam and Muslims in youth literature.

3.	 Providing tools to evaluate books and assist librarians and educators to discover intellectually vibrant, 
intersectional narratives that will be shared in libraries and classrooms.

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/fact-sheet/asian-americans-indonesians-in-the-u-s/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/mommy-sayang/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/763717/aishas-colors-by-nabila-adani-illustrated-by-nabila-adani/
https://scenicregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf
https://hijabilibrarians.com/
https://hijabilibrarians.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Evaluating-Muslims-in-KidLit.pdf
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4.	 Encouraging what Dr. Muhammad has termed as “criticality:” “The capacity and ability to read, write, think, 
and speak in ways to understand power and equity in order to understand and promote anti-oppression.”

Our toolkit is applicable, and useful, for anyone striving to thoughtfully select works of literature that engage the 
full spectrum of the Muslim experience — especially educators.

To quote Professor Muhammad again, “Not only is it important to teach youths who they are, but educators should 
also teach students about the identities and cultures of others different from them. When we have true, clear, and 
complete understandings about people different from us, we are less inclined to hate, show bias, or hold false 
views of others.”

Understanding Muslims — as multi-faceted human beings and as members of complex, diverse communities 
— combats reductive representation which often conflates and flattens the experiences of Islam and Muslims 
and other religious groups, such as Sikhs, whose religious practices are religiously conflated with Muslims, or 
discussions of the political landscape in Southwest Asia and North Africa that erase the area’s rich Christian history 
and that of other religious communities.

Where Do We Go From Here?

Ultimately, the stories about Muslims that have been and continue to be published are important and add to the 
canon of children’s literature but cannot capture all the stories of children in any one classroom.

Holidays are just one opportunity for teachers, students, and families to bring narratives of Muslims into schools 
and communities. We hope that as more children’s books with Muslim subjects are published the nuances of 
multilayered identity will be further explored.

We will continue to work toward advocating for inclusion of Muslims from stories, authors, and publishers in 
children’s and young adult books that showcase the full humanity of Muslim youth in all media with faith, love, 
and pride — because better Muslim representation and understanding are connected to the liberation of all.

Ariana Hussain, MLIS and Mahasin Abuwi Aleem, MLIS  are co-founders of Hijabi Librarians and authors of 
the Evaluating Muslims in KidLit Toolkit.

https://www.teachingwhilemuslim.org/classroom-resources
https://www.leeandlow.com/about-us/the-diversity-baseline-survey
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/rahma-rodaah/dear-muslim-child/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arianahussain/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mahasinabuwialeem/
https://hijabilibrarians.com/
https://hijabilibrarians.com/archives/739
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Relevant Resources

Islamic Networks Group

Dr. Jamillah Karim is an award-winning author, speaker, blogger, former Professor of Religion at Spelman College, 
and consultant for the Islamic Networks Group (ING). ING is a nonprofit organization educating for cultural literacy 
and mutual respect with affiliates and partners around the country that are pursuing peace and countering all 
forms of bigotry through education and interfaith engagement in schools and different organizations. Educators 
and organizations can connect to guest speakers as well as use ING’s online curriculum guides on a variety of 
topics related to cultural awareness and building bridges.

Book Recommendations

https://ing.org/resources/for-educators/
https://ing.org/resources/for-educators/


JULY 2025 • EDTRUST  11 

More Authentic and Complex Transgender Representation 
in Children’s Books
LGBTQ books for children help students understand diverse gender identities, experiences, and 
families. They need authentic representation.

By Sam Long

I remember the summer after eighth grade when I noticed a new bookshelf marked “LGBT” at my local library. That 
afternoon, I spent 45 minutes standing near that shelf before I felt sure that nobody was looking at me. I finally 
tiptoed over to the LGBTQ+ bookshelf and started scanning the titles.

I knew I wasn’t like most girls, and I knew that I wanted to be a boy, but I wasn’t sure if there was a word for that. 
I searched the cover art and the synopses for hints of what I could feel hidden in me. Was I the only one who felt 
more complete in cargo shorts than capris? Were there any other kids who felt like boys, but didn’t like sports? And 
now, I’m a teacher — Mr. Long, high school science teacher in Denver, Colorado.

Today, LGBTQ+ titles occupy multiple shelves in the children’s and young adult sections of many libraries, and 
young people can even use reading apps like Sora or Libby to access content privately. But what stories are 
available to students with questions about their gender identity or sexual orientation? When transgender 
identities are portrayed in children’s books, what do children learn about themselves from those characters?

Portraying Gender Identity

In the widely popular picture book, I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel and Jazz Jennings, Jazz proclaims, “I have a girl 
brain but a boy body. This is called transgender.”  Though Jazz has interests that are atypical of her assigned sex, 
the presentation of her interests and of her transgender identity are binary — she only liked princesses and never 
trucks, and this is presented as evidence of her “girl brain.” The additional justification of “I was born this way!” does 
not leave room for the many transgender individuals whose identity or feelings change during their lifetime. When 
I look at the transgender stories told in children’s books, I see many that take a single, often narrow view of what it 
looks and feels like to be trans, and they miss an opportunity to present more options.

A broader and more inclusive definition of transgender is found in When Aidan Became A Brother by Kyle Lukoff, 
which features a kid who doesn’t act how people expect girls to act. Family members acknowledge that there are 
many ways to be a girl, but since Aidan “didn’t feel like any kind of girl,” Aidan understands he is transgender. The 
reader sees Aidan undergoing a transition that includes a name change, room redecorating, and new clothes. 
Aidan even looks forward to becoming a big brother as his mom is pregnant.

Some books model the exploration of gender identity. Can a person be neither a boy nor a girl? In Simply Skye by 
Pamela Morgan, a kid named Avi uses a doll, who is not a boy or a girl, to explain their nonbinary identity to their 
family. Maia Kobabe, a nonbinary author who uses ey/em/eir pronouns, expands on the dynamic complexity of 
identity in the graphic novel memoir Gender Queer. Kobabe retells their journey involving many changes to gender 
identity, presentation, and feelings spanning from childhood through 20s. Although this is just one person’s story, 
it sends a message to readers that it’s natural to be unsure about who you are.

https://socialjusticebooks.org/i-am-jazz/
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/when-aidan-became-a-brother
https://bookshop.org/p/books/simply-skye-pamela-morgan/19688723
https://bookshop.org/p/books/gender-queer-a-memoir-maia-kobabe/14914528?ean=9781549304002
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Diverse Bodies

In the picture book What Makes a Baby, sex educator Cory Silverberg explains that it takes a sperm and an egg 
to make a baby, and the baby grows in a uterus — some bodies make the egg, some bodies make the sperm, 
and some bodies have a uterus. The story applies equally to children who were adopted or conceived using 
reproductive technology or surrogacy. By decoupling gender from body parts, Silverberg makes the story of 
reproduction accessible to all readers. Their follow-up book for middle schoolers is titled You Know, Sex: Bodies, 
Gender, Puberty, and Other Things. Books like this offer youth an essential primer on navigating hormones, 
reproduction, development, power, pleasure, and boundaries. They give transgender youth the chance to grow up 
with confidence and self-assurance rather than shame and confusion.

The trait of body fat is addressed without shame in Every Body: A First Conversation about Bodies by Megan Madison 
and Jessica Ralli. The picture book illustrates diverse human bodies and reads, “Every body has fat. Fat is beautiful 
and important. It’s one way that our bodies store energy. We all have different amounts of fat, and our bodies keep 
the fat in different places.” This is a powerful message for transgender individuals because visible fat distribution is 
often associated with gender attribution.

Diverse Families

Gender transition does not need to be the focus of every story, and sometimes it is valuable to show trans 
characters as members of families. In Different Kinds of Fruit by Kyle Lukoff, the main character’s dad is a post-
transition trans man. In Grace Needs Space! by Benjamin A. Wilgus and Rii Abrego, the protagonist has divorced 
parents called Ma (mom) and Ba, who uses the honorific Mx. Representation of diverse families is important for 
young readers who will use the books that they read to develop an idea of what kinds of families are “normal.”

Indeed, narrow concepts of gender identity and family structures are especially limiting as students learn more 
about animal biology in their science classes. In It’s a Wild World by S. Bear Bergman, a group of children enjoy a 
zoo tour of animals whose behaviors resemble human patterns of gay, bisexual, and transgender identity — male 
seahorses give birth, parrotfish change sex from female to male, and bearded dragons with male chromosome 
pairs lay eggs. These true and common animal variations reinforce the understanding that diversity is a part of 
nature. Once young people come to expect that gender and sexual diversity are naturally occurring and found 
almost everywhere, then they can begin to understand how each sort of family, behavior, or anatomical structure 
has a function and a physiological basis.

Authenticity for Transgender Characters

To transition and to live authentically as my gender was an act of agency, and many books portray real trans 
people taking agency over their bodies, their presentation, and even their place in society. If You’re A Kid Like Gavin 
by Gavin Grimm and Kyle Lukoff tells the story of a young trans man who proved that his school had violated his 
constitutional rights — a decision that was upheld in the Supreme Court. Ho’onani: Hula Warrior by Heather Gale 
and Mika Song tells the story of a Native Hawaiian kid who feels in between a girl and a boy. She skillfully leads a 
hula chant that is traditionally reserved for boys and gains the respect of those around her.

Within many books that center transgender characters, it is uncommon to have stories about trans characters 
doing things other than transitioning. In Something Great by Jeanette Bradley, a nonbinary child named Quinn 
builds an invention out of string and a milk carton that can do many things, including attract a friend with similar 
interests. Trans characters race to solve mysteries in Zenobia July by Lisa Bunker and The Fabulous Zed Watson! by 

https://bookshop.org/p/books/what-makes-a-baby-cory-silverberg/7405419
https://bookshop.org/p/books/you-know-sex-bodies-gender-puberty-and-other-things-fiona-smyth/17335615?ean=9781644210802
https://bookshop.org/p/books/you-know-sex-bodies-gender-puberty-and-other-things-fiona-smyth/17335615?ean=9781644210802
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/board-books/first-conversation-board-book-series/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/different-kinds-of-fruit-kyle-lukoff/17295903?ean=9780593111185&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwuJ2xBhA3EiwAMVjkVBY-49AEHmPWdIFDW6-Fu4eM5iYPCd3HDc_nQBzCihaib3jILsAdIBoClNoQAvD_BwE
https://bookshop.org/p/books/grace-needs-space-a-graphic-novel-rii-abrego/18634473?ean=9780593182383
https://bookshop.org/p/books/it-s-a-wild-world-s-bear-bergman/16489248?ean=9781775084068
https://bookshop.org/p/books/if-you-re-a-kid-like-gavin-kyle-lukoff/17381739?ean=9780063057562
https://bookshop.org/p/books/ho-onani-hula-warrior-heather-gale/12485171?ean=9780735264496
https://bookshop.org/p/books/something-great-jeanette-bradley/18261937?ean=9781646141715
https://bookshop.org/p/books/zenobia-july-lisa-bunker/15393623?ean=9780451479402
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-fabulous-zed-watson-basil-sylvester/15583493?ean=9781443460910
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Basil Sylvester. In Elle Campbell Wins Their Weekend by Ben Kahn, a nonbinary tween protagonist schemes to get 
out of detention in order to meet their hero. Trans identity comes up often for these characters as they navigate 
the plot, but being trans is not the central focus.

With widely accessible LGBTQ+ young adult and children’s books, young readers can now appreciate the roles of 
transgender people in history. Children’s books portray the accomplishments of trans historical figures including 
computer scientist Lynn Conway, Civil War soldier Albert Cashier, and physician James Barry. These stories provide 
valuable access to role models for trans youth who are contemplating careers and wondering, “Can a trans person 
even do this?” But what’s missing is representation of modern and living trans people in diverse careers. For 
example, the visibility campaign 500queerscientists.com profiles LGBTQ+ people working in STEM fields, and its 
messages of affirmation and community are just waiting to be adapted for a younger audience.

There is a vast array of children’s books that provide very strong portrayals of what it means to be transgender and 
the multitude of ways that can look. This is valuable for youth who are trans, questioning, and have trans family 
members, but also for any reader learning about the diversity of the world that they live in. More complexity 
within trans stories, and a shift away from focusing on the transition process, will expand the impact of these 
books for future generations and give future readers a shelf full of ways to be.

Sam Long is a transgender high school science teacher in Denver, Colorado, the recipient of a 2021 NEA Human 
and Civil Rights Award and a 2020 Teaching Tolerance Award for Excellence in Teaching, and co-founder of Gender-
Inclusive Biology.

Relevant Resources

Advocates for Trans Equality

Advocates for Trans Equality (A4TE) fights for the legal and political rights of transgender people in America. 
Leveraging decades of experience on the frontlines of power, we shift government and society towards a future 
where we are no less than equal. Our policy experts, litigators, and community organizers work at all levels of 
government to ensure trans voices are not only heard but embraced in rooms where they’ve long been ignored. 
As a trans-led nonprofit, we also help our community navigate the realities of law and policy through vital tools, 
knowledge, and services, touching on topics such as student rights in school, how to navigate government 
identification, and understanding rights at the polls. To learn more, join one of A4TE’s upcoming events.

A4TE recommends The Advocate Educator’s Handbook: Creating Schools where Transgender and Nonbinary 
Students Thrive and Free to Be: Understanding Kids and Gender Identity as resources for learning about 
supporting transgender students.

GLSEN

GLSEN is the leading national education organization focused on safe and inclusive schools for LGBTQ+ 
youth and educators. One GLSEN program, the Rainbow Library, sends free LGBTQ+ affirming K-12 books and 
resources to schools in 33 states. Over 60% of 2023-2024 Rainbow Library books were written by authors of color 
and 50% were written by trans or nonbinary authors.

https://bookshop.org/p/books/elle-campbell-wins-their-weekend-ben-kahn/19354157?ean=9781338815306
https://500queerscientists.com/
https://sam-long.weebly.com/
https://www.nea.org/about-nea/media-center/press-releases/nea-announces-eleven-recipients-its-highest-and-most
https://www.nea.org/about-nea/media-center/press-releases/nea-announces-eleven-recipients-its-highest-and-most
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2020/and-the-winners-are
http://genderinclusivebiology.com/
http://genderinclusivebiology.com/
https://transequality.org/
https://transequality.org/trans-101
https://transequality.org/resources/know-your-rights-schools
https://transequality.org/documents
https://transequality.org/documents
https://transformthevote.org/voting
https://transequality.org/events
https://www.theadvocateeducator.com/
https://www.theadvocateeducator.com/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Free-to-Be/Jack-Turban/9781668017043
https://www.rainbowlibrary.org/
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Request free books from GLSEN’s Rainbow Library, including:

••  Elementary titles: My Rainbow and Rabbit Chase

••  Middle School titles: In the Key of Us and  Nikhil Out Loud

••  High School titles: Lesbiana’s Guide to Catholic School and Boys Run the Riot

Use Rainbow Library elementary curriculum in your classroom. Get informed about students’ freedom to read with 
the Rainbow Library Censorship Webpage.

Book Recommendations

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rainbowlibrary.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwrodick%40edtrust.org%7Cac921e3645dc4ffb4ccc08dc7117810b%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638509592999406930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZVNWV2czAgglScJI64REeOmyFZMHjoQ2berjasm3qN8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rainbowlibrary.org%2Flessons%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwrodick%40edtrust.org%7Cac921e3645dc4ffb4ccc08dc7117810b%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638509592999418954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P4ZkVrc%2FaUILeB5MWsGKNLep4HCFNQgsSJmglIme7Yw%3D&reserved=0
https://rainbowlibrary.org/censorship/
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Better Disability Representation Means More Accessible 
Representation
Books with disabled, neurodivergent, or autistic characters are often stereotypes. Students need 
more accessible representation.

By AJ Link

Who is your favorite Power Ranger? Mine is the Black Power Ranger. Some of you might be thinking of the original 
Black Ranger Zack Taylor, played by Walter Jones, from the television show. I love that Ranger, and that probably 
would have been my answer until March 2017. That’s when the Power Rangers movie reboot was released and 
Billy Cranston, the Blue Ranger portrayed by RJ Cyler, identified as Black and Autistic.

That 2017 Power Rangers movie is not very memorable and did not get the best reviews. But I love the movie 
simply because there’s a Black, Autistic character (though the actor, RJ Cyler, is not openly Autistic). The first 
time I got called a racial slur for being Black, I was about 3 years old. I was so young at the time that I hadn’t yet 
developed an actual understanding of what it meant to be a Black person in the United States. My racial identity 
was weaponized against me before I even had an opportunity to own it and embrace it. Conversely, I didn’t know I 
was Autistic until I was diagnosed in my early twenties, and I didn’t identify as Disabled until a few years after that. 
As an adult with a nonapparent disability, I was able to process my relationship to Disability in a way that I was 
never afforded as a Black person. I wonder how different my experiences with race and disability would have been 
if I grew up with access to Black, Disabled representation.  Would my relationship to these identities be different, 
would they have been impacted by the representations I had access to?

I wasn’t alive during the Blaxploitation era, but my childhood happened during the prime years of Black 
Entertainment Television (BET) and rise of Black culture beginning to dominate the mainstream. I had access 
to some Black representation media, even if there wasn’t as much as there is today. But I don’t remember any 
prominent and explicit Black and Disabled or Black and Neurodivergent or Black and Autistic characters. I’m not 
saying these characters never existed, just that I do not remember them. These types of characters felt exceedingly 
rare and never with prominent storylines or character arcs.

Today, there is more disabled storytelling of racialized characters that avoids reducing Disabled characters to just 
their disability or negative stereotypes about disability. But despite those improvements, there has been a shift 
toward other superficial representations, such as the inspiration exploitation of Disabled characters and also real life 
Disabled people. Inspiration exploitation, also referred to as inspiration porn, still dominates a lot of the stories about 
disability in mainstream media. These stories show a Disabled person “overcoming” their disability or disabilities in 
order to do everyday tasks. This paternalistic view of Disabled people and their lives is extremely harmful because it 
perpetuates the idea that Disabled folks are incapable of doing mundane things and should be celebrated for doing 
things that non-Disabled individuals do regularly. There are also several examples of non-Disabled actors portraying 
Disabled characters in categorically ableist ways that promote the competing stereotypes of Disabled people being 
either helpless or superhuman to the point of parity. Examples of this include the familiar trope of using disability as 
part of a character arc to show someone’s humanity like in the 2018 film, “The Upside” and the super genius autistic 
without empathy represented in the show, “The Good Doctor.” Children’s books and media can help pushback against 
these harmful narratives and stereotypes. Including Disabled characters in stories that children consume can help 
normalize disability in a way that happens far too infrequently today, even in adult media.
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I wish I could have been exposed to Black Disability long before I first read books like Black Disability Politics by 
Sami Schalk, Autistic and Black by Kala Allen Omeiza, and Blackness and Disability edited by Christopher M. Bell. 
Today, my work is influenced by Disability Justice, DisCrit, Disability Theory and Crip Legal Theory. Black and 
Disabled youth deserve to be exposed to these academic concepts and ideas, but they shouldn’t have to be to 
access representations of their experiences. For example, a Black, Disabled kid does not need to know about or 
understand the concept of neuroexpansiveness and how it was developed by Kassiane Asasumasu specifically 
for Black people as a rejection of neurodivergence in order to enjoy stories about Black folks who do not have 
neurotypical experiences.

The relationship between Blackness and Disability is complex and the history of disability within the Black 
community is complicated. One of the books that does a great job illustrating this complicated history is The 
Unteachables by Keith A. Mayes. The book describes how special education for students with disabilities was used 
as way to segregate and harm Black children, regardless of whether or not they identified as disabled or had a 
disability. The stigma of disability has been used to harm Black people all along the dis/ability continuum, which 
makes it hard for many in the Black community to embrace Disability Pride. Instead, the Black community has 
found its own ways to shield and protect disabled people within the community from outside harm, including 
ignoring or denying or avoiding the label of disability.

There are several social and cultural dynamics that interact with one another to create ablenoir (ableism experienced 
by those racialized as Black) and disabiliphobia, both inside and outside the Black community. There is also racism 
within the Disabled community, not to mention Disability Hierarchies (the idea that some disabilities are “better” 
or “worse” than other disabilities or that some disabilities are “realer” and deserve more attention and support than 
others) and the insidious notion of being “disabled enough.” All of this, and more, happens at the intersection of 
being Black and Disabled. Black, Disabled people can have many more identities that impact our lives as they move 
through the world – after all, we are multidimensional beings with multidimensional experiences – and we deserve 
to see and hear and read our stories. More than that, we deserve access to this representation.

Conversations about disability almost always include discussions about accommodations and accessibility. 
Accommodations are individualized, often legally required, adjustments or changes that a disabled person can 
request to make an environment more accessible for that individual. The concept of accessibility is different 
because it focuses on making an environment as accessible as possible for as many people as possible without 
putting the onus on an individual to request a specific accommodation. Generally accessible spaces allow all 
folks, not just Disabled folks, to self-accommodate if possible. Sometimes disabled people will still require formal 
accommodations even if a space applies the principles of universal design with general accessibility in mind.

This difference in approaches to disability inclusion is made stark in the realm of education. The contrast is most stark 
in primary education where laws like the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) require IEPs and 504 Plans, respectively, for students with disabilities depending 
on the circumstances. These plans, and the accommodations they provide, have improved the educational experiences 
for millions of Disabled students, but often at the cost of segregating Disabled students out from mainline classes with 
nondisabled students. Parents, teachers, administrators, and school districts usually focus on legal compliance with 
laws to the detriment of expanding access for Disabled students in mainline classes. This lack of inclusion of Disabled 
students with their nondisabled peers hurts both groups — Disabled students are ostracized and treated differently, 
and nondisabled students are deprived from regular interactions with disabled people. This teaches stigma and 
othering while also depriving all students of the opportunity to practice inclusive accessibility.

https://www.dukeupress.edu/black-disability-politics
https://www.dukeupress.edu/black-disability-politics
https://us.jkp.com/products/autistic-and-black
https://msupress.org/9781611860108/blackness-and-disability/
https://www.sinsinvalid.org/blog/10-principles-of-disability-justice
https://neurodiversity.engr.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3154/2022/06/Dis-ability-critical-race-studies-DisCrit-theorizing-at-the-intersections-of-race-and-dis-ability.pdf
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/disability-critical/
https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1880&context=niulr
https://medium.com/@ngwagwa/neuroexpansive-thoughts-9db1e566d361
https://medium.com/@ngwagwa/neuroexpansive-thoughts-9db1e566d361
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/the-unteachables
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/the-unteachables
https://crippledscholar.com/2015/08/23/fighting-my-internalization-of-the-hierarchy-of-disability/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans
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The experience in higher education is slightly different where accommodations are covered by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Disabled students in higher education, while not separated out from classes with their 
fellow students, still faces the stigma of being Disabled and/or receiving accommodations. They also still lack 
access to disabled representation in the classroom just like their disabled counterparts in primary and secondary 
education. There are few openly Disabled teachers and professors and Disabled representation in course material 
is not exactly ubiquitous outside of disability studies classes. Disabled histories and the stories of Disabled icons 
like Judy Heumann are not commonly known and the disabilities of more well-known historical figures like 
Harriet Tubman and Frida Kahlo are often erased from their stories. There has been some improvement over the 
last few years, but there is still a lack of access to Disabled representation — especially for multiply marginalized 
individuals. The struggle to make sure Disabled histories are told by Disabled professors in higher education shows 
why it is so important to fight to include these stories in primary education as well as children’s books and other 
media. No one should have to wait until college to be exposed to these important stories.

Access is more than just physical access to a space. It is emotional access and relational access and financial access 
to space. This concept, which some people call radical accessibility, should include having access to representative 
stories in media and other mainstream places. For far too long, Black, Disabled folks have not had enough access 
to our stories. Now thanks to Vilissa Thompson, Imani Barbarin, Keith Jones, and so many others — Black, Disabled 
stories are finally getting platformed and elevated. We need more of this. Young Black, Disabled kids deserve to 
have access to representative stories that are as complicated as the lives they are living and not merely inspiration 
exploitation or negative stereotypes about being Disabled and Black.

AJ Link is a policy analyst with the Autistic Self Advocacy Network.

Relevant Resources

Alice Wong

Alice Wong (she/her) is a disabled activist, writer, editor, and community organizer. She is the founder of 
the Disability Visibility Project, an online community dedicated to creating, sharing, and amplifying disability 
media and culture. Alice is the editor of Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century, an 
anthology of essays by disabled people and Disability Visibility: 17 First-Person Stories for Today, an adapted 
version for young adults. Her debut memoir, Year of the Tiger: An Activist’s Life was published in 2022. Her latest 
anthology, Disability Intimacy: Essays on Love, Care, and Desire is available now. Twitter: @SFdirewolf.

MaiStoryBook

MaiStoryBook is where Maya Lê spotlights children’s illustrated books and shares resources for parents, families, 
and teachers to inspire a love for books and a curiosity for the world of reading. She creates collections of inclusive 
Book Recommendations, spotlighting, for example, books that have been banned, and books featuring physical 
differences and physical disabilities, and neurodivergences and cognitive disabilities.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jabarilink
https://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/who-we-are/
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/book/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/672995/disability-visibility-adapted-for-young-adults-by-edited-by-alice-wong/
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/book/tiger/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/disability-intimacy-essays-on-love-care-and-desire-alice-wong/20063808?ean=9780593469736
https://twitter.com/SFdirewolf
https://www.instagram.com/maistorybooklibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cx6ZX2TSG2G/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CyUM5ujPj-g/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CyUM5ujPj-g/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxbhehavLgU/


JULY 2025 • EDTRUST  18 

Book Recommendations

       



JULY 2025 • EDTRUST  19 

More Than Windows and Mirrors:  
Canvases for Education Equity
When teachers develop inclusive curriculum, the most powerful mirrors can magnify, helping students 
see and define themselves while gaining a sense of self.

By Sabrina Wesley-Nero, Ph.D.

Brought to You by the Letter “B”

When my son was turning 3, we had a small party in our basement. It was a themed playdate really with just 
his normal friend group who regularly met in local parks to play together plus the added fun of cake and 
ice cream in my basement. It was simple. The theme also was simple. Riffing off Sesame Street, the ultimate 
parenting bible, I chose the party theme “Brought to you by the letter “B” – books, blocks, balls, and bubbles” 
all items that took up residence in my basement. I invite you to a similar party, a party brought to you by the 
letter “B” where we critically clean Blurred mirrors and windows and actively Build a just and equitable future.

Mirrors and Windows

The focus on mirrors and windows, imagery advanced by Emily Style and Rudine Sims Bishop to articulate 
how students should see themselves and others in diverse materials, is often concentrated on how that 
diverse representation arises in the books and other materials teachers use. However, educators’ practices are 
a critical element to the construction of windows and mirrors.

When curriculum and pedagogy are carefully constructed, the most powerful mirrors can magnify, helping 
students see and define themselves and their communities while gaining a sense of self that transcends time. 
They can allow educators to look closely at complexity and nuance. They surface previously ignored details. 
Magnifying mirrors can disrupt “single stories.”

Clear windows are those that make it easy enough to see contextually bounded lived experiences. Well-
constructed curriculum and pedagogy help students see through clear windows, challenging stereotypes, 
exposing assumptions, and developing comfort with difference and discomfort. Through clear windows, 
students begin to recognize sameness among differences and resituate the sameness in ways that don’t 
essentialize and the differences in ways that do not denigrate. Good practice uses these windows to build 
students’ cultural dexterity and expands their repertoires.

Clear windows also allow educators to see what is in front of them, so they can look for who is missing. Who 
is missing in seats of power, voice, and access – in classrooms, schools, and communities? Who is missing 
in the voices of those who author the texts teachers use? When educators engage students in problem-
solving and sense-making in math and science classes, whose problems are centered? Whose knowledge is 
foregrounded? Whose ways of problem-solving are honored? Windows allow teachers to foster empathy and 
help identify inequity as well as possibility.

https://www.nationalseedproject.org/Key-SEED-Texts/curriculum-as-window-and-mirror
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AAu58SNSyc
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Blurred Mirrors and Dirty Windows

Blurred mirrors reflect poorly, distorting our senses of self. Think, for example, what “single story” narratives mean 
for those students whose social identities are portrayed. Flat narratives that paint you and your ancestors as 
perpetual heroes or perpetual victims. Or narratives that portray only one way of being and belonging to your 
regional, cultural, racial, ethnic, or linguistic group. Blurred mirrors in a classroom label your language as valued 
but denigrate the variety of the language you use to express your values, interests, and passions.

Dirty windows are difficult to see through, providing only flat, one-sided, distorted and often deficit-based views 
of those who are different from you. This can take the form of idolizing another person’s language, culture, and 
identity or internalizing a deficit-view of your own while wrestling with imposter syndrome. This also can take the 
form of pathologizing or demonizing others based on the limited view a dirty window makes available.

By contrast, equity and justice-oriented education can be revolutionary. It can be liberatory.

I invite us to go a step further still, beyond “books” and beyond a focus on magnifying mirrors and clean windows 
so that we, as educators, ignite our students’ justice imagination. What kind of future do we hope our students will 
build? How could we equip our students with the fundamental skills and dispositions to create building blocks 
that span the deep divides evident in our country? How could igniting our students’ justice imagination provide 
oxygen to sparks where they envision a more equitable future?

Canvases

Igniting students’ justice imagination involves at least two components: courage and critical hope. Educators are 
to develop students’ understanding of systemic and institutional injustice. A nuanced understanding of injustice 
is facilitated by engaging with mirrors with high degrees of amplification and windows cleared from smudges 
that seek to mar, blur, and erase. Mirrors and windows humanize. They set the foundation for imagining equity. A 
justice imagination enables students to paint a vision of an equitable world. Without a vision the people perish. 
Equipped with critical insight into themselves and others, students are positioned to create a new future and 
paint a new world onto canvases. Courage and critical hope are the brushes and paints that students use on 
their canvases. As Duncan-Andrade explains, critical hope is animated when we skillfully and bravely apply a 
critical lens to our history and contemporary contexts, manage the pain that occurs when we develop a nuanced 
understanding of oppression and inequity, and boldly imagine a more equitable future.

Building a Just and Equitable Future

To advance this nation toward educational justice, we must ensure our schools are mirrors and windows; provide 
students with canvases and ignite their justice imagination built upon the hope of a better future. Inclusive and 
representative curriculum and classroom celebrations become the norm, necessary and insufficient. Through 
equity-oriented education that also provides windows, students can see beyond their lived experiences. Education 
should equip students with the skills, knowledge, and critical understanding of the world, the peoples of the 
world, and the histories of the world. For some students, this may mean developing a nuanced understanding 
of those who traditionally have been “othered,” shining light on those who previously were rendered invisible. 
For some students, this may mean developing the skills and knowledge to clearly see the power dynamics that 
operate outside of, but often constrain, their communities.

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/marcos.pizarro/courses/185/s1/DuncanAndradeHOPE.pdf
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Students take this knowledge into their lives, where they are neither expected to abandon their home 
communities or colonize the communities of others. Instead, learners gain the ability to facilitate and to live in a 
heterogenous, multilingual world. Learners then imagine and co-create a future where plurality is celebrated and 
equity is the norm.

I collaborate with educators, families, and community supporters to inspire students’ social justice imagination 
and envision a just future at the 1619 Freedom School. This community-based after-school program 
enhances students’ literacy, knowledge of Black history, and academic self-efficacy. The historically responsive 
curriculum explores rich, often-untaught narratives of Black American history, emphasizing resistance, excellence, 
and bravery. Students learn local history, encountering the actions and actors that propelled their communities 
toward liberation through place-based units. In addition to developing critical reading skills, the students create 
projects and texts that reject deficit perspectives and envision freedom for themselves and their communities. The 
school’s ethos and pedagogical strategies affirm students’ identities and power as literate, agentic changemakers.

Join me. Let’s grab our tools that include but also reach beyond the literature we offer in our classrooms. With 
courage and humility, let’s embrace the messy process of becoming better humans together and supporting our 
students as they do the same. And, let’s move forward with intention and purpose.

We can position justice and an equitable education as our north star. We can refashion tools that shine light, 
embrace the iterative experiences of a process that is messy and worthwhile. We can form teams and communities 
of future-forward designers with strategic and intentional plans.  We can envision with students and families the 
world we want and the world they deserve.

Sabrina Wesley-Nero, Ph.D., is a teaching professor at Georgetown University and a curriculum lead for the 1619 
Freedom School.

Relevant Resources

Teaching for Change

Teaching for Change is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide teachers and parents with the tools 
to create schools where students learn to read, write and change the world. Join our mailing list for updates about 
new resources and events.

Since its founding in 1989, Teaching for Change has vetted and promoted social justice books for children and 
adults. This is in response to the wide diversity gap in children’s books and the publishing industry. More than half 
of the children enrolled in U.S. public schools are people of color or Native American, but only 34% of children’s 
books published in 2022 were about people of color.

Teaching for Change developed SocialJusticeBooks.org to critically review and promote multicultural and social 
justice children’s books. It builds on the tradition of the Council on Interracial Books for Children which provided 
a social justice lens to reviews of children’s literature. We aim to provide visibility to books that address the goals 
outlined in Professor Wesley-Nero’s article and encourage publishers to produce more titles with the windows, 
mirrors, and canvases she describes.

Here are just a few examples of books we recommend. They are currently threatened by book bans and the 
chilling effect of anti-history education laws.

https://www.1619freedomschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDgsCPd2iP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDgsCPd2iP8
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/trtr.2203
https://gufaculty360.georgetown.edu/s/contact/00336000014TY8IAAW/sabrina-wesleynero?asPublic=true
https://gufaculty360.georgetown.edu/s/contact/00336000014TY8IAAW/sabrina-wesleynero
https://www.1619freedomschool.org/leadership-1
https://www.1619freedomschool.org/leadership-1
https://www.teachingforchange.org/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/92543-ccbc-releases-statistics-regarding-diversity-in-children-s-literature-published-in-2022.html
http://SocialJusticeBooks.org
https://socialjusticebooks.org/council-on-interracial-books-for-children-cibc/
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Book Recommendations
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Native Students—and Non-Native Students—Deserve to 
Learn About the True Experiences of Indigenous People
The lack of Indigenous representation and humanity, the whitewashing of history, can deter Native 
students from learning.

By Terese Mailhot

One of my most formative childhood memories was on my first day of first grade. During free time, I made a book 
and bound it together with yarn or tape. I wrote and drew a tale about a unicorn with rainbow hair. My teacher 
was impressed and when he told my mom how smart I was, she said something like, “I know.” She seemed icy, and 
almost angry at the compliment. Mom knew I was literate and artistic. Her work with me began at four. I had my 
own library of diverse books, and she enjoyed decorating my bedroom with educational posters she made herself. 
I expected her to be proud when my teacher praised me, but instead she was weary. She told me that school was, 
“a choice,” and I didn’t understand her then, but I grew to see what she meant.

For Indigenous people of her generation, kids were often put into government funded schools after being 
apprehended from their families and taken from the only communities they knew. Children were treated like 
soldiers, called by number, and rarely admired or held. It was an assimilation effort that harmed many — and she 
ran away from it. Mom rarely talked about her experience, and although she returned to an academic life in her 
later years, she was always suspicious of what my teachers were teaching. She feared the academic space for kids 
prioritized whiteness in their pedagogy and content — and they did, unfortunately.

Mom was attending college to become a teacher while I was in grade school. She even did a practicum at my 
elementary. She kept her eyes on my curriculum and tried to make a difference. In the third grade, she analyzed 
my reading list and asked my teacher to substitute Huck Finn for something more contemporary with fewer slurs. 
“Your teacher is not teaching one book by a Black man or woman,” Mom said.

It hurt to have the book switched out. The rest of the class read and discussed Mark Twain while I was left alone 
to read The Cay, by Theodore Taylor, a book arguably just as problematic. Mom’s good work allowed me to see 
the racism and lack of diversity in the classroom, but it felt isolating to be the only student with a mother fighting 
to improve the system. Those who speak out against the biased status quo are often treated like the problem. I 
felt like the problem child, so when I got to high school, I asked her to let me fight for myself in my own way.  She 
acquiesced and understood I was growing and becoming a woman. “The fight is yours now,” she said.

We had our deepest conversations by the river, right before we prayed. Before I started my junior year, Mom took 
me to the water, and I prayed for school to be better and more fruitful. A prayer to the river is like a hope placed in 
the current. Not every prayer gets answered, but it’s nice to put a little tobacco in water and imagine better.

In seventh grade, my social studies teacher gave a long-winded lecture about diversity. It was an embarrassing effort 
on his part. He talked to students about “tolerating” difference, as if Native people were something to be tolerated. It 
offended me, and instead of speaking up I checked out. I stopped doing assignments, and started skipping school, 
which led to administrative intervention. I showed passive resistance to a system I could not change.
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They eventually placed me in an alternative school where I could advance toward graduation, completing 
workbooks at my own pace. The work felt stale. My peers and I were often treated like “bad” or “lost” kids, when we 
were just young adults struggling with authority or homelife. I eventually dropped out and it took about a decade 
to return and earn my GED. By the time I graduated, I was very grown, very autonomous, and strong enough to 
survive in the academic realm and advocate for equal treatment, diversity, and equity.

I love books and writing more than almost anything. My career required an advanced degree and study. The lack 
of representation, the lack of humanity during my studies, deterred me from a life of learning for a long time.

I’m a best-selling author now, and sometimes I mourn time lost hiding from academia. I am a courageous woman 
like my mother, who couldn’t be deterred long from learning spaces, but I know a lot of people who dropped out 
and never returned. I know a lot of people who found educational spaces too violent and ignorant to learn in.

I still take tobacco to the river and carry hope for better. I’ve become a mother, and my sons are at college and 
elementary ages. Sometimes I check out their reading lists, or hear how history is being taught, and it gives me 
worry. While things are moderately better for young people learning, there is still so much left to do.

The world opens wide with difference when you let it exist in the classroom without burden, shame, or biases. 
School should be a space of inspiration. All my children are artists and deep thinkers at heart. I think of my mother 
when they tell me about the ignorance they face as Indigenous learners — I think of myself when I see them 
uninspired with the content they’re being taught.

My second youngest recently had a week learning about the presidents. They had a mini focus on Lincoln, and 
my child talked about Lincoln’s transgressions against Indigenous people. He mentioned the mass hanging of 
38 Dakota men. The teacher was impressed, and encouraging, but the classroom wasn’t prepared to have that 
conversation yet. They moved onto other presidents, and my son, the avid reader, brought up the transgressions 
of those other men. I was proud to hear about it.

My hope is that learning spaces can become more ready for stories, for difference, for growth and the truth we 
Indigenous people live with each day. I want all students to feel seen, and for all marginalized stories and experiences 
to be just as valid as the centered work we’ve been taught for so long.

Terese Mailhot is the New York Times bestselling author of Heart Berries: A Memoir.

Relevant Resources

American Indians in Children’s Literature

Established in 2006 by Dr. Debbie Reese of Nambé Pueblo, American Indians in Children’s Literature (AICL) provides 
critical analysis of Indigenous peoples in children’s and young adult books. Dr. Jean Mendoza joined AICL as a co-
editor in 2016. A primary purpose of AICL is to help everyone know who Native people are. That knowledge can 
help readers understand why Native people object to being misrepresented. Though authors do not set out to 
deliberately misrepresent Native people, it happens over and over again. Information is the only way to counter 
those misrepresentations. AICL contributes this information through analyses of children’s books, lesson plans, films, 
and other items related to the topic of American Indians and how this topic is taught in school. AICL also provides an 
annual essay that highlights the year’s events, and a list of the year’s best books.

https://www.counterpointpress.com/books/heart-berries/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/30/books/review-heart-berries-terese-marie-mailhot.html
https://www.counterpointpress.com/books/heart-berries/
https://x.com/debreese?lang=en
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/jeanmendoza2016?lang=en
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/search/label/not%20recommended
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/tips-for-teachers-developing.html
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/consulting-fees.html
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html
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American Indian Library Association

The American Indian Library Association (AILA), affiliate of the American Library Association (ALA), is 
a membership action group that addresses the library-related needs of American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
Members are individuals and institutions interested in the development of programs to improve Indian library, 
cultural, and informational services in school, public, and research libraries on reservations. AILA is also committed to 
disseminating information about Indian cultures, languages, values, and information needs to the library community. 
AILA cosponsors an annual conference and holds a yearly business meeting in conjunction with the American Library 
Association annual meeting. It publishes the American Indian Libraries Newsletter twice a year. Awarded biennially, 
the American Indian Youth Literature Award (AIYLA) identifies and honors the very best writing and illustrations by 
Native Americans and Indigenous peoples of North America. The recommendations below are each winner or honor 
book recipients of the 2024 American Indian Youth Literature Awards.

Book Recommendations
 

https://ailanet.org/
http://www.ala.org/
https://ailanet.org/membership/
https://ailanet.org/about/publications/
https://ailanet.org/activities/american-indian-youth-literature-award/
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More Asian American Representation: Because Children 
Are Naturally Inquisitive
Politically repressive campaigns such as anti-CRT are harmful to children’s cognitive and civic 
development.

By OiYan Poon

In 2018, my then three-year-old daughter Té Té asked me, “Mama, are we Black?”

“No, we’re not Black,” I answered.

“Are we white?” she asked.

“No, we’re not white,” I said, suspecting what she would ask next.

“Then what are we?” she wondered out loud.

“We’re Asian American,” I responded. “Can you say, ‘Asian American’?”

“Asian kAH-merican,” she slowly pronounced in her sweet toddler voice. She precociously pushed back, “But Asian 
kAH-merican isn’t a color!”

Té Té wasn’t wrong. Asian Americans are all different colors. Asian American is a racial category and wide umbrella term 
that includes South Asian Americans (e.g., Bengali, Indian, Pakistani), Southeast Asian Americans (e.g., Cambodian, 
Filipino, Hmong, Lao, Vietnamese), and East Asian Americans (e.g., Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Taiwanese). As I explain to 
my daughter in my new book, Asian American is Not a Color: Conversations on Race, Affirmative Action, and Family (Beacon 
Press, 2024), Asian American is a political identity rooted in a solidarity ethic that young people created during the Civil 
Rights Movement in the 1960s for collective cross-ethnic community-care and power building.

My daughter’s observation stunned me — a race scholar and education policy researcher. When I became a 
mother, I expected there would be mother-daughter conversations like this, but I had not anticipated them to 
come so early in her life. I remember fumbling through some sociological explanation about how race is a social 
construction. I was out of my depth when it came to supporting her curiosities about the world.

Thankfully, Té Té’s teachers have been generous partners in supporting her inquisitiveness and learning. I may be 
a professional race scholar, but they are the experts when it comes to early childhood and elementary education. 
We do not live in a state that has vilified, or even banned, teaching about race, gender, and sexuality.

Then, when Té Té was in the second grade, she came home and asked me, “Are we colonizers?” When I asked her 
why she was asking, she said, “We’re learning about the colonization of Haiti and the Haitian Revolution at school. 
America colonized Haiti a hundred years ago. You say we’re American, so doesn’t that make us colonizers?” I 
confess these questions made me uncomfortable.

As I explain in my book, this conversation made me wonder if fellow parents who want to stop teachers from 
teaching about race, gender, and sexuality had similarly uncomfortable conversations. But instead of seeing their 
children’s questions as emblematic of good teaching that encourages inquisitiveness, they have invested in a 
political project to shut down discussion, learning, and education.
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These politically repressive campaigns are harmful to children’s cognitive and civic development. They also stoke 
divisions in our communities, allowing the powerful political elite to harm communities of color for economic profit.

When Té Té asked if we were colonizers, it led to a rich mother-daughter conversation. We talked about our 
family’s history. My parents grew up in Hong Kong, which was a British colony until 1997. They immigrated to the 
U.S., holding British Dependent Territories Citizen passports. They were colonial subjects under Queen Elizabeth 
II and immigrant settlers on Native American lands–namely, the homelands of the Massachusett and Pawtucket 
peoples–where I was born and raised.

A culturally affirming education for the 21st century does not flinch from difficult conversations about 
complex issues.

Unfortunately, some political actors want to repress children’s natural desires and rights to learn and understand their 
relationships to the complex world around them. Some seek to erase our histories through book bans and censorship 
of curriculum. As of May 2024, twenty states have laws restricting how teachers can discuss race, gender, gender 
identity, and sexual orientation. The  Legal Defense Fund (LDF) states, “These attacks are part of a larger effort to 
suppress the voice, history, and political participation of Black Americans,” and other people of color.

Most people (more than 75%) want schools to teach about our complex historical truths. This includes 7 in 
10 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders who support “teaching historical topics such as slavery, racism, and 
segregation” and the history of AAPI communities. The majority of Americans understand that learning our 
histories is essential for our diverse democracy to grow.

Starting in 2020, as public attention turned toward a documented rise of anti-Asian racism, a policy window 
opened to advance Asian American Studies in public schools. Starting with Illinois, several states began requiring 
the inclusion of Asian American history in public K-12 classrooms.

This is progress. The first time I had a chance to learn about Asian American histories — how people from Asian 
diasporas confront racism, strategize to overcome discrimination, and contribute toward U.S. society — was in 
college. The Asian American Studies class I took gave me a language to understand painful experiences with 
intersectional racism in my life. I learned how such a vastly diverse population made up of dozens of ethnic groups 
of people who speak dozens of distinct languages, that practice an array of religious and spiritual traditions, and 
arrived in the U.S. under disparate conditions and histories of global empire, labor exploitation, and war, came to be 
identified as Asian American. I learned how Asian Americans experienced the widest income disparities, with Asian 
Americans at both the highest and lowest economic strata.

Asian American studies and ethnic studies classes and learning communities developed my critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills in a way that improved my overall academic performance and college experience. They improved 
my understanding of my family’s history and opened possibilities for intergenerational healing. I also learned how Asian 
American experiences were connected to other communities of color and how Asian Americans have been part of 
movements for social justice. I was inspired to be part of efforts to make the world more humanizing and just.

I am not alone in these experiences. Researchers have found that Ethnic Studies curriculum improves academic 
outcomes for students of color, self-perceptions, and cross-cultural appreciation and interactions necessary for 
a diverse democracy. So,it is an exciting time to witness the growth of Asian American studies in public schools. But it 
is also disheartening to witness attacks on African American history in schools. As the Association for Asian American 
Studies explained, “There can be no truly representative or accurate teaching of Asian American and Pacific Islander 
history without African American history. Doing so would only offer a diluted picture of historical reality.”

https://ianhaneylopez.com/race-class-about
https://ianhaneylopez.com/race-class-about
https://edtrust.org/cant-be-erased-take-action/
https://edtrust.org/cant-be-erased-take-action/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/7-takeaways-on-how-teachers-are-reacting-to-restrictions-on-discussing-race-and-gender/
https://www.naacpldf.org/truth/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/508172/majorities-support-racial-education-schools.aspx
https://aapidata.com/surveys/aapi-data-ap-norc-survey-may-2024/
https://aapidata.com/surveys/aapi-data-ap-norc-survey-may-2024/
https://aapidata.com/surveys/aapi-data-ap-norc-survey-may-2024/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00131946.2021.1945607?needAccess=true
https://publicationsncte.org/docserver/fulltext/la/101/5/languagearts1015350.pdf?expires=1722134198&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=248FF0C3005B038F07EB565E261E080B
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2018/07/12/income-inequality-in-the-u-s-is-rising-most-rapidly-among-asians/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0002831216677002?casa_token=fEO0vlMEOCAAAAAA%3AmqPUvCRdRIf6iSgiCekFPNMYSTpQtcQIm9LnMbEAYhzWa5zvOdM_BUTkFA3EbAq8RwVi0ghSJHcEnQ
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0002831216677002?casa_token=fEO0vlMEOCAAAAAA%3AmqPUvCRdRIf6iSgiCekFPNMYSTpQtcQIm9LnMbEAYhzWa5zvOdM_BUTkFA3EbAq8RwVi0ghSJHcEnQ
https://www.tcpress.com/transforming-multicultural-education-policy-and-practice-9780807766279
https://www.naacpldf.org/protect-truth-and-inclusivity-in-public-schools/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/how-ap-african-american-studies-came-under-attack-a-timeline/2023/02
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To be sure, it can be uncomfortable and unsettling to learn about and reflect on U.S. history and its contemporary 
implications through multiple perspectives that do not provide a singular righteous (white) American story of triumph.

Our histories are not simple. Our future as a democratic society depends on our capacity to teach and learn with 
honesty about our historical conflicts, political struggles, and accomplishments. As LDF explains, “We cannot 
progress further and build a better society for our children if we can’t talk about where we are coming from. 
Defending education that is historically accurate and inclusive of the experiences of Black Americans, Native 
Americans, Latinx Americans, Asian Americans, women, and other marginalized groups is the work we must all 
now do in the face of this coordinated backlash against an inclusive America.”

OiYan Poon is co-director of the College Admissions Futures Co-Laborative, the NAACP LDF Thurgood Marshall 
Institute senior research fellow for education equity, and author of Asian American is Not a Color.

Relevant Resources

OiYan Poon recommends

 Teaching Asian America in Elementary Classrooms, Asian American Racialization and the Politics of U.S. Education, The 
Racialized Experiences of Asian American Teachers in the US, and the Asian American and Pacific Islander Multimedia 
Textbook  as resources for learning about Asian American representation in U.S. education.

Asian Americans Advancing Justice

The Education Advocacy team at Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC offers capacity building resources 
for local and state-level organizations to advocate for inclusive K-12 curricula (including Asian American 
Studies) and equitable access to educational opportunities. Together with our education advocacy community 
partners AAVEd and AAPI New Jersey, we recommend the following titles for K-8 readers.

Book Recommendations

https://www.naacpldf.org/truth/
http://www.publicpedagogy.info/
https://cafcolab.org/
https://tminstituteldf.org/
https://tminstituteldf.org/
https://www.publicpedagogy.info/publications
https://www.routledge.com/Teaching-Asian-America-in-Elementary-Classrooms/Rodriguez-An-Kim/p/book/9781032597157
https://www.routledge.com/Asian-American-Racialization-and-the-Politics-of-US-Education/Au/p/book/9781032804989
https://www.routledge.com/The-Racialized-Experiences-of-Asian-American-Teachers-in-the-US-Applications-of-Asian-Critical-Race-Theory-to-Resist-Marginalization/Kim-Hsieh/p/book/9780367686420
https://www.routledge.com/The-Racialized-Experiences-of-Asian-American-Teachers-in-the-US-Applications-of-Asian-Critical-Race-Theory-to-Resist-Marginalization/Kim-Hsieh/p/book/9780367686420
https://www.aasc.ucla.edu/textbook/default.aspx
https://www.aasc.ucla.edu/textbook/default.aspx
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/education-advocacy
https://aaved.org/
https://aapinewjersey.org/our-work/education/
https://medium.com/advancing-justice-aajc/banned-an-asian-american-reading-list-of-banned-books-in-2023-e718a7cfcaea
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Why Children’s Books Need to Discuss the Prison 
Industrial Complex
One example of book bans is the deliberate exclusion of any discussion of the history of the prison 
industrial complex from school curricula.

By William Freeman III and Alexa Garza

Children’s literature has long served as a gateway for young minds to explore and understand the world around 
them. However, in many Black and Latino communities there is a glaring absence — a lack of representation of the 
hyper-militarized police surveillance and political targeting of juveniles. This deliberate omission is indicative of a 
larger issue of censorship and avoidance in education.

The targeting of juveniles by political entities through the censorship of books is a troubling trend that has serious 
implications for the education and development of young minds. One particularly egregious example of this 
censorship is the deliberate exclusion of any discussion of the history of the prison industrial complex from school 
curricula and reading lists.

No doubt, the prison industrial complex is an uncomfortable conversation for most people — but it impacts so 
many people’s lives. Whether you acknowledge it or not, there exists an interdependent network of public and 
private institutions that profit from the incarceration of individuals, particularly people of color and those from 
underserved communities. This system has deep roots in the history of the United States, dating back to slavery 
and the convict leasing system.

So why should the prison industrial complex be represented in children’s literature and integrated into education? The 
carceral state has a tangible presence in the lives of millions of children, with nearly 3 million having a parent behind 
bars. When considering formerly incarcerated parents, this number rises to 5 million children who are affected by 
parental incarceration. These children deserve to see their experiences reflected in the literature they consume.

By limiting these experiences in books and instructional materials, publishers are effectively whitewashing history 
and preventing young people from understanding the complexities of the criminal justice system and the role it 
plays in perpetuating social inequality.

Additionally, the school-to-prison pipeline begins with policies and practices that under-resource and hyper-
surveil youth both in and out of schools. Children are exposed to the carceral system through their schooling 
experiences, with some educational institutions resembling fortresses more than places of learning.

Both of us have similar stories of the school-to-prison pipeline that have shaped our past and future.

Alexa’s Story

Growing up in Texas, my brother and I experienced vastly different childhoods due to the environments of the 
schools we attended. I attended an inner-city public school with metal detectors and gang violence, while my 
brother went to a suburban school with a safer environment.

My brother managed to attend Mesquite High School, which was outside of the district we lived, by using a 
friend’s address. However, two years later when it was my turn to start high school, that option was no longer 
available, and I ended up attending Dallas ISD.

https://edtrust.org/staff/william-freeman/
https://edtrust.org/staff/alexa-garza/
https://edtrust.org/blog/dismantling-the-school-to-prison-pipeline-the-ending-pushout-acts-focus-on-black-girls/


JULY 2025 • EDTRUST  30 

I’ve noticed how educational access can vary significantly, even within the same region. The early school choices 
we made greatly influenced our paths in terms of resources, social networks, and overall experiences.

My brother’s school was in a quiet suburb where the biggest issues were missed homework assignments and 
school dances. He had access to state-of-the-art facilities, caring teachers, and a supportive community. The most 
trouble he ever encountered was a disagreement with a classmate over the use of the school’s photo lab.

I attended a school where it seemed like the teachers were primarily focused on maintaining control. I felt like I 
was lost in a sea of students who were louder and needed more attention.  Despite earning straight A’s, no one 
ever discussed a college pathway with me and I knew I wanted to attend college as my parents instilled in us both 
that college was the path to success.

My brother went on to earn a college degree, while I faced incarceration at the age of 19. Reflecting on our school 
experiences, I see how they shaped our lives in different ways. He seemed to have more support, while I often felt 
lost and overlooked. The choices I made ultimately led me to prison. I sometimes wonder if attending a different 
high school might have better prepared me for the future. It’s a thought that lingers, but I understand that paths 
can take unexpected turns.

Conclusion

Understanding the carceral system is fundamental to the idea that our young people possess agency and will 
one day inherit the legacy of our democratic process. Every child is a future juror and voter who will make crucial 
decisions about policing policies that target their communities. By educating children about the carceral system, 
we empower them to make informed decisions and advocate for change.

It is imperative to push back against this form of censorship and demand that young people have access to a diverse 
range of perspectives and narratives, including those that discuss the history of the prison industrial complex.

In addressing censorship issues, it’s crucial to advocate for all types of representation and education surrounding 
the reality of our young students. Only by equipping young people with a comprehensive understanding of the 
world around them can we hope to create a more just and equitable society.

William Freeman is the higher education justice initiative manager at EdTrust and a Johns Hopkins 
University Bloomberg Fellow. Alexa Garza is a higher education justice initiative analyst at EdTrust and a policy analyst 
at EdTrust in Texas.

https://edtrust.org/staff/william-freeman/
https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/people/william-freeman
https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/people/william-freeman
https://edtrust.org/staff/alexa-garza/
https://edtrust.org/state/edtrust-in-texas/
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Relevant Resources

Mariame Kaba

Mariame Kaba is an organizer, educator, librarian/archivist, and prison industrial complex (PIC) abolitionist who 
is active in movements for racial, gender, and transformative justice. Kaba co-leads Interrupting Criminalization, 
an abolition movement resource hub for organizers, practitioners, and advocates. Kaba has co-founded several 
organizations committed to community support, education, and advocacy, including Project NIA, which works to 
end the incarceration of children and young adults by promoting restorative and transformative justice practices, 
and the Chicago Freedom School, which provides education and leadership development for young people 
and adult allies to create a just world, and For the People, a political project aimed at building leftist power to 
protect, defend, and expand public libraries in communities across the county. Kaba is the author of the New 
York Times Bestseller We Do This ‘Til We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transforming Justice, Let This Radicalize 
You: Organizing and the Revolution of Reciprocal Care with Kelly Hayes, and Missing Daddy, a book written to help 
children with an incarcerated loved one to cope with loss, grief and trauma.

Book Recommendations

https://mariamekaba.com/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/
https://project-nia.org/
https://www.chicagofreedomschool.org/
https://www.librariesforthepeople.org/resources
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1664-we-do-this-til-we-free-us
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1922-let-this-radicalize-you
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1922-let-this-radicalize-you
https://kellyhayes.org/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1345-missing-daddy
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More Jewish Representation: When Your Intersectional 
Identity Becomes Living History
What does it mean to have true intersectional representation?

By Jordan Daniels

I remember feeling confused when the swastika took up an entire page in my eighth-grade yearbook. I wasn’t 
particularly scared by what I saw but was more concerned with what it meant to the person who wrote it. Did they 
hate me? Was it a joke? And who did it? The only scary thought was realizing that it could have been from any one 
of my friends.

As the grandchild of Holocaust survivors, I take images like these seriously. My Jewishness wasn’t something I 
discussed so much growing up, it was rather a secret hidden in plain sight — something my mom’s side of the 
family was accustomed to since changing their names upon entry into America. I actually experienced more 
representation as a mixed-Black kid growing up in the Bay Area: in friend and family groups; in educational 
models; in theatre, TV, and film; in music; in books; and in activism. However, as a queer Black Jewish kid, there 
wasn’t yet a curriculum developed that would allow me to see myself fully.

I didn’t know much about being Jewish besides our family story of survival, and the only education I’d receive 
through my public school system was simply the story of the Holocaust. What stories could be told in school 
and media that demonstrated the joys and complexities of being Jewish, especially for this second-generation 
American Jew? What about the intersectionality of being Black, Jewish, and queer? Where is my representation 
in the media and in books?

These were questions left unanswered for most of my education, until I was in my college Hillels, which strived 
to share the joys and realities of being Jewish on campus. In connection with other Jewish students, I would 
learn about the radical fights of Emma Goldman, the powerful Civil Rights solidarity of Rabbi Abraham Heschel, 
Larry Kramer’s telling of the 1980s AIDS Crisis, and of course, some of the most righteous dissents of Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg. Throughout my time in higher education, I learned about inspiring Jewish changemakers, 
some of whom were also queer, which represented me further. I also learned about how vibrant Jewish 
communities can be through their existence and celebration of everyday Jewish culture. The weekly Shabbats 
with my Hillel at CSU Long Beach taught me how to express my Jewishness more openly, not for the sake of 
inspiring others, but to just exist proudly.

Finally, I got to fill in the puzzle of my identity a bit more. However, the puzzle took a different shape when I had 
to consider how my Jewishness fit with my other identities. I would be 23 by the time I got to meet another Jew 
of Color and more queer Jews. I remember meeting Ilana Kaufman, who was leading the Jews of Color Field 
Building Fund, for the first time at work. I was excited to hug someone who looked more like me than I’d ever 
seen before, albeit she looked cooler with her crisp fit, tatted sleeves, and collected energy. I got to be affirmed 
in the presence of someone who understood what it meant to not have a context for their history and was 
actively building that context themselves.

“Progress doesn’t begin until intersectionality shows up,” writes Jasmine Baten, in The Center for Scholars and 
Storytellers @ UCLA. “Intersectionality isn’t an invisible or elusive concept: there are people with intersectional 
identities everywhere who live rich and deeply complex lives.”

https://www.scholarsandstorytellers.com/blog/diversity-in-hollywood-the-importance-of-representing-intersectional-identities
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The article provides recommendations for centering intersectionality through notions like telling stories outside 
of the struggles of one’s identities; building a team of intersectional backgrounds to better tell stories; and 
prioritizing underrepresented stories. Intersectionality, additionally, needs to go beyond race, gender identity, and 
sexuality, and also be inclusive of gender expression, body diversity, and ability.

What Does It Mean To Have True Intersectional Representation?

This is the question I’m working to answer every day now, and a question with answers unfolding by the day. In a 
full circle moment, I now work with Ilana and serve Jews of Color around the U.S through philanthropy. We fund 
the programs, leaders, and research helping write the histories that will hopefully fill my future children’s textbooks. 
We’re co-building the worlds for people like us to experience a reality where our stories are told from our families, 
institutions and our school systems, whether they’re about thriving or struggling. It’s a privilege to be able to hold both.

Outside of the workplace, I continue advocating for the liberation of Jews of Color and the many additional 
intersections we hold. I cohost an award-winning podcast, BFF: Black Fat Femme, that focuses on being unapologetic 
about who we are as Black LGBTQ+ people, and it’s a space where I get to often bring in my Jewishness to the 
conversation. I get to use Jewish culture and knowledge to explore how we work to change the world around us.

I understand the importance of needing quality education about my identities because I know what life was like 
without it. It was challenging to miss a context to yourself, and even more challenging to be bullied for it. Thankfully, I 
thrived with the education I received as an adult, and the education I still receive today working in communities that 
reflect. I can’t help but be continuously curious about what life would have been like if I was educated as a kid.

With gratitude and excitement, I know there’s so much opportunity for that to happen to youth today. May they get 
toexperience a life of diverse and inspiring histories that make them feel seen and powerful.

Jordan Daniels is a program officer for the Jews of Color Initiative and co-host of the award-winning BFF: Black, Fat, 
Femme podcast.

Related Resources

The Jews of Color Initiative

The Jews of Color Initiative advances racial equity in the U.S. Jewish community by centering the leadership of 
Jews of Color and ensuring that our communities and institutions reflect the multiracial reality of the Jewish 
people.  We work to bring about these systemic changes through grantmaking, research, and educational 
programing, including racial justice learning materials and resources, and reports, like Beyond the Count, 
Perspectives and Lived Experiences of Jews of Color.

Sarah Aroeste

Inspired by her family’s Jewish roots in N. Macedonia and Greece, where they settled after their expulsion from Spain 
in 1492, Sarah Aroeste has spent her career bringing Sephardic culture to new generations. Focusing on the Judeo-
Spanish tradition of Ladino, the language that the exiled Jews developed in their new lands, Aroeste showcases the 
breadth of Jewish tradition by writing bilingual children’s books that incorporate Ladino words and Sephardic themes. 
Her books include Buen Shabat, Shabbat Shalom (Kar-Ben 2020), Mazal Bueno (Kar-Ben 2023) and the forthcoming 
books Uno, Dos, Tres (PJ Publishing 2025), Bavajadas! That’s just silly! (PJ Library Publishing 2025), and Anyada Buena, Shanah 
Tovah (Kar-Ben 2025).

https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/creating-belonging-for-jews-of-color/
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/fat-liberation-jewish-past-and-future
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/fat-liberation-jewish-past-and-future
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/bff-black-fat-femme/id1631198874
https://www.instagram.com/johodaniels/
https://jewsofcolorinitiative.org/who-we-are/
https://shortyawards.com/16th/the-black-fat-femme-podcast
https://www.jordandaniels.com/bff-podcast
https://www.jordandaniels.com/bff-podcast
https://jewsofcolorinitiative.org/
https://jewsofcolorinitiative.org/resources-category/learning-materials-on-racial-justice/
https://jewsofcolorinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/BEYONDTHECOUNT.FINAL_.8.12.21.pdf
https://jewsofcolorinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/BEYONDTHECOUNT.FINAL_.8.12.21.pdf
https://saraharoeste.com/
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Book Recommendations 
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Book Recommendations by Age Group
EdTrust partnered with individuals and organizations who could provide recommendations for books that provide 
authentic and complex portrayals of their communities. We bring those recommendations together here.

Youngest Readers

Title Author Related Material
A Day With No Words Tiffany Hammond Black Disability Representation

A Letter for Bob Kim Rogers Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Abdul’s Story
Jamilah Thompkins-
Bigelow

Muslim Representation

Buen Shabat, Shabbat 
Shalom

Sarah Aroeste Jewish Representation

Ezra’s Big Shabbat 
Question

Aviva L. Brown Jewish Representation

Forever Cousins Laurel Goodluck Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

From the Tops of the 
Trees

Kao Kalia Yang Asian American Representation

Havdalah Sky Chris Barash Jewish Representation

Lailah’s Lunchbox Reem Faruqi Asian American Representation

Lion on the Inside Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir Muslim Representation

Man Up! Riley Campbell African American Social Justice Representation

Mango Moon Diane de Anda Carceral System Representation

Manny’s Mood Clouds Lourdes Ubidia Black Disability Representation

Missing Daddy Mariame Kaba Carceral System Representation

My Rainbow Trinity and DeShanna Neal LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

See You Soon Mariame Kaba Carceral System Representation

Shoham’s Bangle Sarah Sassoon Jewish Representation

Sound Wonder Christine J. Ko Black Disability Representation

The Masjid Kamal Loves Ashley Franklin Muslim Representation

This Is My Shabbat Chris Barash Jewish Representation

Tokyo Night Parade J.P. Takashi Asian American Representation

Un Aleteo de Esperanza Cynthia Harmony Afro-Latino Representation

Wepa J. de laVega Black Disability Representation

When Lola Visits Michelle Sterling Asian American Representation

https://socialjusticebooks.org/a-day-with-no-words-review/
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2023/05/highly-recommended-letter-for-bob-by.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/abduls-story-review/
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/buen-shabat-shabbat-shalom-sarah-aroeste/12765604
https://bookshop.org/p/books/buen-shabat-shabbat-shalom-sarah-aroeste/12765604
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/ezras-big-shabbat-question
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/ezras-big-shabbat-question
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2022/10/highly-recommended-forever-cousins.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/from-the-tops-of-the-trees/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/from-the-tops-of-the-trees/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://pjlibrary.org/beyond-books/pjblog/december-2020/why-we-chose-this-book-havdalah-sky
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/lailahs-lunchbox/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/bilqis-abdul-qaadir/lion-on-the-inside/
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/man-up-2/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-than-windows-and-mirrors-canvases-for-education-equity/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/mango-moon/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/manny-s-mood-clouds-a-story-about-moods-and-mood-disorders-lourdes-ubidia/20913633?ean=9781839974953
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://socialjusticebooks.org/missing-daddy-2/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/my-rainbow-review/
https://edtrust.org/blog/transgender-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/see-you-soon-review/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/shoham-s-bangle-sarah-sassoon/17858428
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/sound-switch-wonder-christine-ko/19722556?ean=9781513141466
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-masjid-kamal-loves/18883836
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/this-is-my-shabbat-chris-barash/18969767
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/tokyo-night-parade/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/cynthia-harmony.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/wepa/18894623?ean=9781948066549
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://bookshop.org/p/books/when-lola-visits-michelle-sterling/15059822?ean=9780062972859
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/


JULY 2025 • EDTRUST  36 

Early Grades

Title Author Related Material
A Persian Passover Etan Basseri Jewish Representation

Celebration Lily Hope Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Eagle Drums Nasuġraq Rainey Hopson Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Grounded Aisha Saeed Muslim Representation

I Talk Like a River Jordan Scott Black Disability Representation

Jojo Makoons Dawn Quigley Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Knock Knock Daniel Beaty Carceral System Representation

Lola Levine is not Mean Monica Brown Jewish Representation

Mama’s Nightingale Edwidge Dantjcat Carceral System Representation

Milo Imagines the World Matt de la Peña Carceral System Representation

Milo’s Museum Zetta Elliott African American Social Justice Representation

Ninja Nate Markette Sheppard Black Disability Representation

Plátanos Van Con Todo Alyssa-Reynoso Morris Afro-Latino Representation

Someday Is Now
Olugbemisola Rhuday-
Perkovich

African American Social Justice Representation

That Flag Tameka Fryer Brown African American Social Justice Representation

The Gift Of Shaykh 
Ahmadu Bamba

Rukayat Yakub Muslim Representation

The Key From Spain Debbie Levy Jewish Representation

Visiting Day James E. Ransome Carceral System Representation

Words Between Us Angela Pham Krans Asian American Representation

Front Desk Kelly Yang Asian American Representation

Schomburg: The Man 
Who Built a Library

Carole Boston Weatherford African American Social Justice Representation

We Still Belong Christine Day Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

https://bookshop.org/p/books/a-persian-passover-etan-basseri/18062916
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://ailanet.org/literature_awards/2024-awards/11739-2/
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2023/09/a-remarkable-headline.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/grounded-aisha-saeed/18699297
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/i-talk-like-a-river-jordan-scott/13437913?ean=9780823445592
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://ailanet.org/literature_awards/2024-awards/jo-jo-makoons-fancy-pants/
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/knock-knock-turning-pain-into-power/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/lola-levine-is-not-mean-monica-brown/111002
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/mamas-nightingale-a-story-of-immigration-and-separation/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/milo-imagines-the-world-2/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/milos-museum/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-than-windows-and-mirrors-canvases-for-education-equity/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/ninja-nate-markette-sheppard/19890160?ean=9781534476929
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/alyssa-reynoso-morris.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/someday-is-now-clara-luper-and-the-1958-oklahoma-city-sit-ins/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-than-windows-and-mirrors-canvases-for-education-equity/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/that-flag/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-than-windows-and-mirrors-canvases-for-education-equity/
https://bookshop.rabata.org/products/the-gift-of-shaykh-ahmadu-bamba
https://bookshop.rabata.org/products/the-gift-of-shaykh-ahmadu-bamba
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://pjlibrary.org/books/key-from-spain-flory-jagoda-and-her-music/if00974
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://diversebookfinder.org/book/visiting-day/
https://edtrust.org/blog/why-childrens-books-need-to-discuss-the-prison-industrial-complex/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/words-between-us-angela-pham-krans/19646332?ean=9780063224544
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/front-desk/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/schomburg-the-man-who-built-a-library/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/schomburg-the-man-who-built-a-library/
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-than-windows-and-mirrors-canvases-for-education-equity/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2023/07/highly-recommended-christine-days-we.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
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Middle Grades

Title Author Related Material
A Ceiling Made of 
Eggshells

Gail Carson Levine Jewish Representation

Across So Many Seas Ruth Behar Jewish Representation

In the Key of Us Mariama J. Lockington LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

Mani Semilla Finds Her 
Quetzal Voice

Anna Lapera Afro-Latino Representation

Mascot Charles Waters Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Nikhil Out Loud Maulik Pancholy LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

Planet Omar Zanib Mian Muslim Representation

Rabbit Chase Elizabeth Lapensée LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

Salsa Magic Letisha Marrero Afro-Latino Representation

Sincerely Sicily Tamika Burgess Afro-Latino Representation

Something Like Home Andrea Beatriz Arango Afro-Latino Representation

The Next New Syrian Girl Ream Shukairy Muslim Representation

https://bookshop.org/p/books/a-ceiling-made-of-eggshells-gail-carson-levine/15208580
https://bookshop.org/p/books/a-ceiling-made-of-eggshells-gail-carson-levine/15208580
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/across-so-many-seas-ruth-behar/20078498
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/in-the-key-of-us-mariama-j-lockington/18675124
https://edtrust.org/blog/transgender-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/anna-lapera.html
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/anna-lapera.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://ailanet.org/literature_awards/2024-awards/mascot/
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/nikhil-out-loud-maulik-pancholy/18257114
https://edtrust.org/blog/transgender-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/OMR/planet-omar/
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/rabbit-chase-elizabeth-lapensee/17552435
https://edtrust.org/blog/transgender-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.levinequerido.com/salsa-magic
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/tamika-burgess.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://www.lasmusasbooks.com/andrea-beatriz-arango.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/afro-latino-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-next-new-syrian-girl-ream-shukairy/18629387
https://edtrust.org/blog/muslim-representation-childrens-books/
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Young Adults

Title Author Related Material
Boys Run The Riot Keito Gaku LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

Continuum Chella Man Jewish Representation

Disability Visibility Alice Wong Black Disability Representation

Funeral Songs for Dying 
Girls

Cherie Dimaline Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Incantation Alice Hoffman Jewish Representation

Made in Asian America Erika Lee Asian American Representation

Rez Ball Byron Graves Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

Sincerely, Your Autistic 
Child

Emily Paige Ballou Black Disability Representation

The City Beautiful Aden Polydoros Jewish Representation

The Lesbiana’s Guide to 
Catholic School

Sonora Reyes LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

The Reformatory Tananarive Due Carceral System Representation

The Risk it Takes to 
Bloom

Raquel Willis LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

The Women Who Caught 
the Babies

Eloise Greenfield African American Social Justice Representation

All My Rage Sabaa Tahir Muslim Representation

Canto Contigo Jonny-Garza Villa Afro-Latino Representation

Flying Kites
The Stanford Graphic Novel 
Project

Carceral System Representation

Make it Count Cecé Telfer LGBTQ+ and Transgender Representation

Warrior Girl Unearthed Angeline Boulley Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural Memory

We Are All We Have Marina Budhos Asian American Representation

https://bookshop.org/contributors/keito-gaku
https://edtrust.org/blog/transgender-representation-in-childrens-books/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/continuum-chella-man/15429106
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/book/ya/
https://edtrust.org/blog/disability-representation-accessible-representation
https://ailanet.org/literature_awards/2024-awards/funeral-songs-for-dying-girls/
https://ailanet.org/literature_awards/2024-awards/funeral-songs-for-dying-girls/
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/incantation-alice-hoffman/15546193
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-jewish-representation/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/made-in-asian-america-a-history-for-young-people-christina-soontornvat/20323503?ean=9780063242937
https://edtrust.org/blog/more-asian-american-representation/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2023/08/highly-recommended-rez-ball-by-byron.html
https://edtrust.org/blog/students-deserve-to-learn-about-true-experiences-of-indigenous-people/
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2021/05/12/interview-with-co-editors-of-sincerely-your-autistic-child/
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political and public will to build an education system where students will thrive.
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