FOR-PROFIT COLLEGES:
A RISKY INVESTMENT

Many for-profit college companies are making
and breaking promises to students across
the country. They promise an education that
will advance students’ careers and improve
their life trajectories, but instead they leave
many students saddled with massive debt
and no degree.
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Low-income students and students of color make
up a rapidly growing portion of this increase. .2

For-profits are largely funded

by federal student aid. Nearly
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THE BOTTOM LINE

For-profit college
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25% need to be successful. Given the cost of college

today, students can’t afford the risks posed
of federal student aid by many for-profit college companies
and account for Y \ P g P .
%
47%
1. NCES: Fall Enrollment 1998 (2001) 2. NCES: Fall Enrollment 2011 (2012)
3. www.collegeinsight.org 4. GAO: For-Profit Schools Report (2010)

5. Senate HELP Committee: For-Profit Higher Education Report (2012)

of all federal student
loan defaults.



http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2006/2006155.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2012/2012174rev.pdf
http://www.collegeinsight.org/
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-948T
http://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/for_profit_report/Contents.pdf

